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CONCERNING. 


FOES YT 44 I 


Ridicule and hoy, Ke. 


Nn Sin,” 


N your Letter to Dr. Rogers, which he has 25 
liſh'd at the End of his Vindication of the Civil 
Eſtabliſbment of Religion, 1 find a Notion 
 advanc'd by you: Which as it is a common 
and plauſible Topick for Perſecution, and a To- 
pick by which you, and many others, urge the 


= Magiſtrate to puniſh ſor, as you phraſe it, 7s pinch] 


hope © 


* Men for controverſial Writings, is particularly 
at this time to be fully conſider' d; and 1 
to treat it in ſuch manner as to make you your 


| ſelf, and every fair Reader, ſenſible of the Weak- 


: neſs thereof. 


'You profeſs to vindicae r a ſober, ſerious, 


and modeſt Oy: into the e of any Eſta 


40 wee ap amok 7 


;A Page 337. 4 as 302. 


; na: 7 a 


EY 
And you add, that you © have not ordinarily 
„found it judg'd inconſiſtent with the Duty of a 


e private Subject, to propoſe his Doubts or his Rea- 


« ſons to the Publick in a modef? way, concerning 


the Repeal of any Law which he may think of 
ill Conſequence by its Continuance. If he be a 


„Man of Ability, and well vers'd in the Argu- 


4 ment, he will deſerve ſome Attention; but if 


<« he miſtakes his Talent, and will be buſy with 


what he very little underſtands, Contempt and 


<« Odium' will be his unayoidable and Juſt Allot- 
cc 
<« a perſonal Affair, in which every Man has a pe- 
s culiar Right and Intereſt, and a Concern that 
«© he be not miſtaken, than in any other Caſe or 
«©. Inſtance which can füll under the ,Cognizance,of 
<«« the Magiſtrate 3 and that greater Allowarices 


«© ſeem due to each private Perſon for Examination 
and Inquiry in this, than in any other Example.” 


And herein J muſt do you the Juſtice to acknow- 
ledge, thatyouſpeak like a Chriſtian, like a Proteſtant, 
like an Engliſoman, and a reaſonable Man; like a Man 
concerned for Truth, like a Man of Conſcience ; like 


a Man concern'd for the Conſciences of others; 
like a Man concern d to have ſome Senſe, Learn- 


ing, and Virtue in the World; and, in a word, 


like a Man who is not for abandoning all the va- 


| Juable Things in Life to the Tyranny, Ambition, 
and Covetouſneſs of Magiſtrates and Eccleſiaſticks. 


But you obſerve, that municipal Laws *, how | 


trivial ſoever in their intrinſick Value, are never 


* to be inſulted ; never to be treated with Buffoonery 


and Banter, Ridicule and ſarcaſtick Irony. So 


that Dr, Rogerss grand Adverſary will have from 


«© you no meaſure of Encouragement to his man- 
« ner of Writing,” Again, you © never Þ deſire 
+ to ſee the Magiſtrate fencing in the publick Re- 
page 301. FT Pag. 307. 5 BE 


* ment.” And you fay, that © Religion is more 


« ligion 


. 5 
* ligion with ſo thick a Hedge as ſhall exclude 
4 al _ and ſhall tear out the Eyes of all ſuch 


<* as endeavour to ſee thro* it. Sober arguing you 
never fear: Mockery and bitter Railing, if you 


could help it, you would never bear, either 


for the Truth or againſt it.” 


Upon which I offer theſe following Conſidera- 


tions. c 


1. Firſt, If what you call Inſult, Buffoonery, 


Banter, Ridicule and Irony, Mockery and bitter Rail- 
ing, be Crimes in Diſputation, you will find none 


more deeply involy'd in it than our moſt famous 
Writers, in their controverſial Treatiſes about /eri- 
ous Matters; as all Notions and Practices in Reli- 


gion, whether reaſonable or abſurd, may be equally 
and juſtly deem*d: the Notions and Practices of 
Papiſts, Preſbyterians, Quakers, and all other Sects, 
being no leſs ſerious to their reſpective Sects than ridi- 

culous to one another. Let any Man read the Writings 
of our moſt eminent Divines againſt the Papiſts, Pu- 
ritans, Diſſenters, and Hereticks, and againſt one an- 


bother, and particularly the Writings of Alexander 


14 I Pag. 71. 


Cook, Hales, Chillingworth, Patrick, Tillotſon, Stil- 
ling fleet, Burnet, South, Hickes, Sherlock and Ed- 


wards, and he will find them to abound with Banter, 
Ridicule, and Irony. Stilling fleet in particular, our 


greateſt controverſial Writer, who paſſes for grave 
and ſolemn, is ſo conſcious of his uſe thereof, that he 
confeſſes that Charge of the Papiſts againſt him, 
ſaying v, Burl forget my Adverſary's grave ad- 


% monition, that I would treat theſe Matters ſeriouſly, 
* and lay aſide Drollery.“ And again, after a Banter 
of near a Page, he fays f, But I forget I am fo 


near my Adverſary's Concluſion, wherein he ſo 
 & gravely adviſes me, that I would be pleafd for once 


* $tillingfleet's Anſwer to ſeveral late Tre atiſes, bcc. \ Page 
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4 70 write Controverſy, and not Play Books, „ Nor 


did I ever hear the Divines of the Church condemn 


the Doctor for his ſarcaſtical Method of writing 
Controverſy. On the contrary, I remember at the 
Univerſity, that he uſed to be applauded no leſs for 
his Wit than for his Learning. And to exalt his 
Character as a Wit, his C 3 between a Ro- 


miſh Prieſt, a Fanatic Chaplain, and a Divine of the 


Church of Eng land, &c. were ſpoken of as an excel - 
lent Comedy, pon eſpecially for that Part which the 
 Fanatitk Chaplain acts therein, who makes as comi- 

cal and as ridiculous a Figure as he does in any of the 

Plays ated on the Stage. And in his Controverſy 

with Dryden about the Royal Papers, and thoſe of 
the Ducheſs of York, he was deem'd to have out- 


done that famous Satiriſt i in tart Repartees and Re- 


flections; and to have attack'd the Character of the 
Poet with more ſeverity, chan that Poet, Who was fo 
remarkable for his ſatirical Reflections on the holy. = 
Order, did the Character of the Divine: As for 
example, he ſays to Dryden *, ( Could nothing be 


<« ſaid by you of Biſhop Morley, but that Prelate 
ce of rich Memory ? Or had you a mind to tell us 


© he was no Pozt? Or that he was out of the 
Temptation of changing his Religion for 
Bread? And many Citations us'd to be produc'd 
out of his Writings, as Specimens of his ironical 
Talent; among which I particularly remember his 
| Radicule of his Adverſary Mr. Atop,” a famous Preſ- 
byterian Wit and Divine; whoſe Book, which was 
full of low Raillery and Ridicule, he reſembles to 
me Bird of Ate. as made up of Face and Feathers. 
And the Doctor himſelf adds, in Juſtification of 
the polite Method of Raillery in Controverſy, that 
there i ts a Pleaſanineſs of Wit, which ferves 10 — 


* Viadication of the Anſwer to the Royal Papers. p. 103. 
F Preface zo Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. þ. Ga. 


the 


(7) 


the Reader in the rough and deep way of Controverſy. 


Nor did Mr. A{op want Approvers of his "reg 
; 


in his own Party. Mr. Gilbert Rule, a great Scot 


Preſbyterian Divine, who defended him againſt 


Stilling fleet, contends in behalf of his Raillery, 


„That the Facetiouſneſs of Mr. Alſop's Strain : 


« needed to have bred no Diſguſt, being as a 


ä Condiment to prevent T#dium and Nauſeouſneſs. 
And he adds, That he knows none that blame 
the excellent Writings of Mr. Fuller, which have 
4 a Pleaſantneſs not unlike that of Mr. Al/op.” 
And this manner of writing is ſeldom complain'd 
of, as unfit to be allow'd, by any but thoſe who feel 


themſelves hurt by it. For the ſolemn and grave 


can bear a ſolemn and grave Attack: That gives 


them a ſort of Credit in the World, and makes 


them appear conſiderable to themſelves, as worthy 
_ of a ſerious Regard, But Contempt is what they, 
who commonly are the moſt contemptible and 


worthleſs of Men, cannot bear nor withſtand, as 


Netting them in their true Light, and being the moſt 
effectual Method to drive Impoſture, the ſole Foun- 


dation of their Credit, out of the World. Hence 
Stilling flee!'s Popiſh Adverſaries, more conſcious 


perhaps of the Ridiculouſneſs of Popery than the 
common People among Proteſtants themſelves, fall 
upon him very furiouſly. One ſays t, That by 


„the Phraſes, which are the chief Ornaments that 


+ ſet off the Doctor's Works, we may eaſily gueſs 
* in what Books he has ſpent his Time; and that 


<4 he is well vers'd in Don Quixot, the Seven Cham- 
** pions, and other Romantick Stories. Sure the 


Doctor err'd in his Vocation: Had he quitted 


< all ſerious Matters, and dedicated himſelf wholly 


to Drollery and Romance, with two or three 


TO * Rule's Rational Defence of Nonconf. p. 25. 1 60 
I Preface to Stillingfleet ſtill againſt Stillingfleet. 
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« Years under Hudibras, he might have been a 


5. Maſter in that Faculty; the Stage might have 


been a Gainer by it, and the Church of England 


cc would have been no Loſer.” 


Another of his Adverfarics ſays, <«# Peruſe the 


<« Door Page after Page, you will find the Man 


< all along in peeviſh Humour, when you ſee his 
Bock brimfull of tart biting Ironies, Drolleries, 
* comical Expreſſions, impertinent Demands, and 
< idle Stories, Sc. as if the diſcharging a little 
Gall were enough to diſparage the _ Mi- 
e radles God ever wrought. “ 


But what are theſe cleareſt Aten God ever 


_ wrought? Why, the moſt extravagant, whimſical, 
abſurd, and ridiculous Legends and Stories imagi- 
nable ; ſuch as that of St. Dominickt, who when 
the Devil came to him in the Shape of a Monkey, 
made him hold a Candle to him while he wrote, 
and keep ir ſo long between his Toes, till it burnt 
them; and his keeping the Devil, who ſometimes 
came to him in the Shape of a Flea, and by ſkip- 
ping on the Leaves of his Book diſturb'd his Read- 
ing, in that Shape, and uſing him for a Mark to 
know where he left off reading: Such as St. Pa- 
trick's heating an Oven with Snow, and turning a 
Pound of Honey into a Pound of Butter: Such as 
Christ's marrying Nuns, and playing at Cards with 
them; and Nuns living on the Milk of the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary ; and that of divers Orders, and eſpe- 
_ cially the Benedictine, being ſo dear to the - bleſſed 
1 Va that in Heaven ſhe lodges them under her 
Petticoats: Such as making broken 885 whole; 


i 


ia nls to 4 122 if Miracles wrote in the Roman 
Church, Oe 


{| See _ 8 Second Vind of ms Proteſlan Grounds 
lan, C, 0 Wy | | 


— 
_ 


tions thro? the Air of the Virgin Mary's Houſe 


(9) 


and of People, who had their Heads cut off, * 
ing with their Heads in their Hands, which were 
ſometimes ſet on again: Such as Faſting for a hun- 
dred Years ; and raiſing Cows, Calves, and Birds 
from the Dead, after they had been chopt to Pieces 
and eaten, and putting on their Heads after they by 
had been pull'd or cut off; and turning a Pound of al 
Butter into a Bell; and making a Bull give Milk; 7 

and raiſing a King” $s Daughter from the Dead, and 
turning her into a Son; and the ſeveral Trentis- 


n= ow AIP SEE EE ERIC — — 
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from Paleſtine to Loretto, and the Miracles wrote 
_ there} and more of the like Kind. 
Are theſe, or ſuch as theſe. the W 5 5 2 
racles God ever wrought ? Do ſuch Miracles de- 
ſerve a ſerious Regard? And ſhall the Gravity 
with which Mankind is thus banter'd out of their 
common Senſe, excuſe. theſe Matters from Ridi- 
cule: FORE 
It will be difficult to find any Writers who have 
exceeded the Doctors, South and F Edwards, in 
Banter, Irony, Satire and Sarcaſms : . Lhe laſt of 
whom has written a Diſcourſe in Defence of ſharp 
Reflections on Authors and their Opinions; wherein 48 
he enumerates, as Examples for his Purpoſe, almoſt 51 
all the eminent Divines of the Church of England. 
And Mr. + Collier, ſpeaking of a Letter of the 
Venerable Bede to Eghert Biſhop of York, fays, 
*The Satire and Declamation in this Epiſtle ſhews 
the pious Zeal and Integrity of the Author; which 
ſeems to imply, that Satire and Declamation is the 


orthodox and moſt Pious Method of e in be- 
half of n f 
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Dr. 


(10) 

Dr. Rogers, to whom you write, falls into the 
Method of Buffoonery, Banter, Satire, Drollery 
Ridicule, and Irony, even inthe Treatiſe to Which 
your Letter is ſubjoined, and againſt chat Perſon 


whom you would have puniſh'd for that Method: 
When he fays to him, “ Religion then, it 
ſeems, muſt be left to the Scholars and Gentle- 


<« folks, and to them *tis to be of no other uſe, but 
% as 4 Subject of Diſpatation to improve their 


Parts and La but methinks the Vul- 
gar might be agen a little of it now and 
then, upon Sundays and Holidays, inſtead of 
< Bull-baiting and Foot-ball.“ "XA this inſipid 
Bcc wr Drollery and falſe Wit [which is deſign'd 
to ridicule his Adverſary for afferting, that What 


Men underſtand nothing of, they have no Concern a- 
bout; which is a Propoſition that will ſtand the 
Teſt of Ridicule, 852 will be found wholly to lie 


7 the Doctor, for aſſerting the Reaſonableneſs 


mpoſing Things 'on the People which they do 5 


not underſtand] is the more remarkable, as it pro- 


ceeds from one, who is at the ſame time for hg 
the Sword of the Magiſtrate againſt his Adverſary 


One would think the f Ir 75 or ſhould bft 


the Droll, and the Droll the Inquiſitor. = 

One of the greateſt and be Authorities for the 
Heaſant and ironical manner of treating ſerious Mat- 
ters, is that eminent Divine at the Time of theRe- 


Formation, the great Eraſmus, who has written two 
Books in this way with great Applauſe of Pro- 
teſtants, and without ſubjecting himſelf to any Per- 


Fecution of Papiſts: hich makes it highly y. proper 


to propoſe them to the Conſideration 95 the Rea- 


der, chat he may n his dancer by what, it it 

| 4 $1 Ione 3854 YON WS: 
13 Vind. * 199. | | x | 

I See Shattesbury's Charaerific vol 1 5 . | 


—_ 


C18 ) 
may be preſum'd, he approves of in that Author. 


Theſe two Books of Eraſmus are his Colloquies, and 


his Praiſe of Folly. 
- His Colloquies were wrote in imitation of Lathe 8 


Dialogues 3 and I think with equal, if not ſuperior, | 


Succeſs. 


Both theſe Aüthots had an Averſion to ſullen, 
auſtere, deſigning Knaves; and both of them be- 
ing Men of Wit and Satire, employ'd their Talents 


againſt Superſtition and Hypocriſy. Lucian livd in 


an Age when Fichon and Fable had uſurp'd the 


Name of Religion, and Morality was corrupted by 


Men of Beard and Grimace, but ſcandalouſly Leud 
and Ignorant ; who yet had the Impudence to preach 
up Virtue, and ſtyle themſelves Philoſophers, per- 
petually claſhing with one another about the Pre- 
cedence of their ſeveral Founders, the Merits of 
their different Sets, and if tis poſſible, about 


 Frifles of leſs Importance: : yet all agreeing in a 
different way to dupe and amuſe the poor People, 


by the fantaftick Singularity of their Habits, tho 


_ unintelligible Jargon of their Schools, and theie 
Pretenſions to a ſevere and mortify d F 
I ᷑bheſe Jugglers and Impoſtors Lucian in great 

meaſure help'd to chaſe out of the World, by expo- 
ſing them in their proper Colours, and by repre- 
ſenting them as ridiculous as they were. But in a few 
Generations after him, a new Race of Men ſpru 


up in the World, well known by the Name of Monks | 


and Proars, different indeed from the former in 


Religion, Garb, and a few other Circumſtances; 
but in the main, the ſame ſort of Impoſtors, the 
ſame ever-laſting Cobweb-Spinners, as to their 
nonſenſical Controverſies, the ſame abandon'd . 


Wretches, as to their Morals ; but as to the my- 


Keriqus Arts of heaping up Wealth, and picking j 9 
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the People's Pockets, infinitely ſuperior to the Pa- 
gan Philoſophers and Prieſts. Theſe were the ſanc- 
tify*'d Cheats, whoſe Folly and Vices Era/mns has 


ſo effectually laſh'd, that ſome Countries have en- 
tirely turn'd theſe Drones out of their Cells; and 
in other Places, where they are ſtill kept up, thay 


are in ſome meaſure become contemptible, and 


_ obliged to be always on their Guard. 


The Papiſts ſay, that theſe © * Colloguies, by turn- ö 
« 8 into Ridicule the Devotion to the holy Vir- 
gin and Saints, the Worſhip of Relicks and Ima- 


ges, religious Vows and Pilgrimages, have made 
more Hereticks than the Works of Luther and 


Calvin.“ And I find the reverend Mr. Trapp 
[after calling t Religues, Fo oll sn] celebrates E- 


| 74/90 for baving abundantly RI DISUL'D them. 


His Praiſe of Folly treats of ſerious Matters, in 
ſuch 2 gay, familiar, ingenious and pleaſant man- 


ner, as makes it a Work proper to be read by in- 

telligent People, to remove out of their Minds all 

| Bigotry contracted by Ignorance and an evil Edu— 
cation, all Peeviſhneſs, Hatred, and 1l]-nature to- 


wards one another, on account. of different Senti- 
ments in Religion; and to form in them the natu- 
ral Principles of Moderation, Humanity, Affecti- 


on and Friendſhip. Our learned and ingeniqus 
Biſhop Kennet could not do a more ſignal Piece of 


Service to our Country, than by tranſlating into 
Engliſh this Book, which the Ladies have now an 


Opportunity of underſtanding no leſs than the Men; 
and from whence they may ſee the pleaſant, amia- 


ble, and juſt Diſpoſition of Mind of one of the moſt 
earned, and 1 inside Men that ever liv'd, as well 


, 4 * Memoirs & Treyoux, An. 1707, 7. 556. An. 1717. 
7 1200. * | 
” Trap oper truly ſtated, 2. 123. 2 215 
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as Author of a great Number of religious and de- 


votional Books; nor could the Biſhop well give a 


heartier Stroke at Popery, than by approving 


of Eraſmus's * laughing at it, and applauding his 
numberleſs Taunts on its Impoſtures, Cheats, and 
 Deluſions, J!! cot res I UT Hob: 

Our Clergy have ever treated Mr. Hobbes with 


the greateſt Mockery, Ridicule and Raillery : As 


for example, Ward Biſhop of Sarum, Brambal Bi- 
ſhop of Derry, Parker Biſhop of Oxford, Dr. Wallis 
in his ſeveral bantering Treatiſes againſt him, Lucy 
Biſhop of &.. Davids, Sbafto, and particularly the Re- 
verend Droll, Dr. Eachard, in two Dialogues, which, 
it is well known, have been univerſally well re- 
ceiv'd by the Clergy, and that for their Treatment 


of Mr. Hobbes in the ridiculing Way ; for which 
the Author himſelf makes the following juſt Apo- 
logy, in his Dedication of his Second Dialogue to 


Archbiſhop Sheldon, That of all Triflers, 'tis 


„the Set, the Grave, the Philoſophical, and the 


&* Mathematical Trifler, to which he has the great- 


<« eſt Averſion; whom when he meets, very grave- 


ly making out all Men to be rational Beaſts 
both in Nature and Converſation, and every 
Man, he pleaſes, a rational Rebel; and upon 
any Fright or Pinch a rational Atheiſt and Anti- 


o 


* 


Chriſtian; and all this perform'd with all D E- 


© MURENESS, SOLEMNITY, QuoTATion 
of SCRIPTURE, APPEALS ftOCONSCIENCE 
* and CHUuRcH-Hrs TORY; he muſt humbly 
* beg his Grace's Pardon, if then he has endea- 


cc 
cc 


<« vour'd to SMILE a little, and to get as much 


„ out of his Road and way of Writing as poſſible.“ 
Theſe Dialogues uſed to be much recommended to 
the Youthto make them laugh at Mr Hobbes, who 


* Preface. 
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was conſtantly repreſented as provok'd and put out 


of all Temper by them, and was ſaid to have vent- 


ed this ſtrange and impious Expreſſion, upon its 


being told him, that tbe Clergy ſaid Eachard had 


| Sued Hobbes; cc Why then don * they fall 


« down and worſhip me? 
Mr. Selden has beenthe conſtant Sübjes of Clergy- 


banter, for his Hiſtory of T. yt hes; in the Preface to 
which, © He reproaches the Clergy with Igno- 
4 rance and Lazineſs, and upbraids them with hav- 


e ing nothing to keep up their Credit but Beard, 


« J;the, and Habit; and their Studies reach'd no 
3 e than the Breviary, the Poſtils, and Poly- 
% Ane . For this Work he was attack'd more 
1 particularly by three Divines, Tilleſly, Mountagu, 


and Nettles, And their Succeſs, was thus originally 
repreſented , That he was ſo galld by Tilleſy, 


_ « ſo gagg' d by Mountagu, and ſo ſtung by Nettles, 
that he never came off in any of his Undertakings 
<& with more loſs of Credit.” And this Jeſt has 
paſs'd much upon the World, and been continued 
down in many Books, where Mr. Selden is men- 
tion'd, to his Piſcredit with ignorant Readers, but 
not with the Knowing and Learned; who, as Dr. 
Motion tells us t, have, now Party- beat. are over, 
acquieſced in what Mr. Selden advancd; who | 
firſt, or ALL CaRISTIANS, ſth the A Hair of 
Tythes in a clear Light. 


It is uſually ſaid the Comedy. called Ignoramus, 
which | is a Clergy-banter upon che Law, was a de- 
fign'd Return for Mr. Selden's Hiſtory of Tythes. 

The Reverend Dr. Beaumont, ny Maſter of St. | 
Peter's College and King's Profeſſor of Divinity, has 
res us a Book, entitled, Some dba 


* pp 8 Hiſtory of 8 8 2 391. 
t Wotton on the . p-. 118. 


8 
0 CO a 


dt” 


(:15;) | : 
« upon the ;Apology of Dr. Henry More for his 
«©« Myſtery of Godlinefs ” which endeavours to ren- 


der the ſaid Doctor ridiculous, and ſet People a laughs 

ing at him, (p. 9. Sc. 64.) and uſed to be applauded 

as a complete Performance in the way of Raillery 
and Irony, and was well receiv'd for being direct- 


* 


ed againſt a Perſon efteem'd Heterodox« 
Many Clergymen have written Books to banter 


the Works of Mr. Locke, among whom Dr. Ed- 


_ wards muſt have the firſt Place; whoſe Brief Vindi- 
cation of the fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian 

_ Faith, which has the Imprimatur before it of James, 
Beaumont, Covel, and Balderſton, four Cambridge 
Heads, was never exceeded by the mot licentious 


ME. ad 065 5 ( high 
When Sorbier's Voyage to England, which was 4 


pert and inſolent Abuſe and Satire on the Nation, 
and written in the French manner of contemptuouſſy 

treating all Countries and Men but France and 

Frenchmen, was publiſh'd, it was deem'd pro- 
per that a drolling and fatirical Anſwer ſhould be 
given to it, and that the Reverend Dr. Sprat ſhould 
be. the Droll employ'd; who perform'd his Part 


according to the Expectation of the Drolling Court 


| of King Charles II. and as the ingenious Mr. Addiſon 


tells us, * YViadicated the Honour of his Country, in a 


Book full 1 Satire and Ingenuity, 
Biſhop Beveridge ever paſs'd for a ſerious and pro- 
found Divine; and his Writings have fix d that 
Character upon him among the Religious of the 
High Church, who have receiv'd his Private 
Thoughts and his Volumes of Sermons, like Manna 
from Heaven. And yet poſſibly never Man had 
two more ſevere Attacks made upon him than he 
had; one by Biſhop Stilling fleet, who in A Vin- 
dication of their Majeſties Authority to fill the Sees of 
Aker, N 6 1 
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the derriv?d Biſhops, &c. occaſion'd by Dr. ann 
Refuſal of the Biſhoprick of Bath and Wells, ſa- 
tirizes both his Prudence and his Sincerity; z and an- 


other, by an ingenious Biſhop alſo, who in A fort 
View of "Dr. Beveridge's Wr1itings,- has in a moſt 
refin'd drolling manner repreſented thoſe Writings 
as abounding in moſt abſurd and ridiculous Di- 
vinit 
But one of che juſteſt and fineſt Proves of 7 ug 
ahd the moſt timely and ſeaſonably vented, and that 
deſerves perpetual Remembrance, is, Andrews the 
grave Biſhop of Wincheſter's Irony, on Neal the 
grave Biſhop of Durham ; of which we have the 
following Relation in the Poet Waller's Life, pre- 
fix'd before his Works : On the Day of the 
Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament of Kink James 
the Firſt, Mr. Waller, out of Curioſity or Re- 
ſpect, went to ſee the King at Dinner; with 
„ whom were Dr. Audr-ws the Biſhop of Vin. 
* ** cbefter, and Dr. Nea! Biſhop of Durham, ſtand- 
* ing behind his Majeſty's Chair. There happen'd 
« ſomething very extraordinary in the Converſation 
* thoſe Prelates had with the King, on which 
Mr. Waller did often reflect. His Majeſty aſk*d 
<< the Biſhops, My Lords, cannot I take my Subjects 
Money when I want it, without all this Formality in 


« Parliament * The Biſhop of Dirham readily 


* 


Caſes. The King anſwer'd, NV Put-offs, 


Lord; anſwer me preſently, Then, Sir, faid + 
I think it is lawful for you to take my Brother Neal's 
„Money, for be offers it. Mr. - Waller ſaid the 
2 . — was pleag'd with this Anſwer, 1 Wi 
It 


anſwer*d, God forbid, Sir, but you ſhould; you are 
<<. the Breath of our Noſtrils. Whereupon the King 

“ turn'd and ſaid to the Biſhop of Vincbeſter, 
«* Well, my Lord, what ſay you? Sir, replied the 
66 Biſhop, 1 have no Skill to judge of . gt 


mw 
— 


* 


„„ 


Wit of it ſeem'd to affect the King.” Which 
ſhews the exceeding Aptneſs and Uſefulneſs of a 
good Irony; that can convey an Inſtruction to a 


vicious, evil, and tyrannical Prince, highly reflec- 


ting on his Conduct, without drawing on his Re- 

WTC 
To theſe famous Divines I might add the moſt 

eminent and renowned Philoſophers of Antiquity, 
who, either out of a Contempt of Mankind, or to 
gratify their peculiar Tempers, or to correct the 
Vices and Follies of Men, and to inſtil virtuous 
Maxims in thoſe who would only receive them in 
ſome pleaſant way, ſet up for good Humour, 


Mirth, and Drollery, as their ſtanding Method of 
Life, and of Converſation with the World; and 
have left behind them ſome of their occaſional 
Sayings upon record, which do more Honour to 
their Memories than the moſt elaborate Treatiſes 
would have done, and more Good to Men; upon 
whom a- Jeſt,” or witty Saying, is more fitted 
to operate and make Impreſſion than long Deducti- 
ons and Reaſonings, and particularly on Princes and 


great Men, who will receive no Inſtruction but in 
ſome very artful and ſhort Way: whereof even the 


rude Diogenes, the Cynick, has given us a moſt in- 
comparable Example, in his occaſional Conference 
with Alexander the Great, who was put into ſuch 
Temper by the mere Freedom and Raillery of the 
* Philoſopher, as to take every thing in good part he 
ſaid to him, and conſequently be diſpos'd to reflect 
upon it, and to act with Diſcretion. At the Head 
of theſe Philoſophers I place So RATES, who. has 
very generally in all Ages paſs'd for the wiſe/t of 


Men, and was declared fo by an Oracle; which, at 


| leaſt, was therein directed and influenc'd by ſome 


conſiderable human Authority, or by the common 
Sentiments of Men at that time. His Character I 
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ſhall give you in the words of the moſt ingenious 
Addiſon, who was himſelf a Maſter of Humour and 
Drollery, and practis'd them in Perfection, and 
with great Succeſs in almoſt all his Proſe- writings. 
* Socrates, ſays he, who was the greateſt Propa- 
„ gator of Morality in the Heathen World, and a 
< Martyr for the Unity of the Godhead, was ſo 


famous for the exerciſe of the Talent [of Raillery 


and Humour] among the politeſt People of An- 
„ tiquity, that he gain'd the Name of THE 


« DROLE. “ A Character that intitled him to the 


greateſt Merit, as it moſt of all enabled him to 


promote "Virtue. 


I might alſo offer to your Conſideration the Affair 
of Comedies; which all polite Governments have 
permitted, or eſtabliſh'd, in their ſeveral populous 
and wealthy Cities, as the neceſſary and proper 
means to encounter Vice and recommend Virtue, 
and to employ innocently and uſefully the vacant 
Hours of many, who know not how to em- 


ploy their Time, or would employ it amiſs, 


entering into + Factions and Cabals to diſturb the 


State; or by Gaming, or by backbiting Conver- 
ſations about their Neighbours. And as Come- 


dies, which were originally very groſs, grew by 
Uſe more polite and refin'd in Satire and Raillery : 
ſo the moſt celebrated Wits and Stateſmen, and 
Perſons of the greateſt Quality, have engag'd and 
join' d with others in them, and perform'd with the 
greateſt Succeſs and Reputation to themſelves; and 
have been valu'd, not only for their Talents of 
Trony and Drollery, which were eſſential to the Cre- 
dit of ſuch Performances; but applauded, as acting 
the virkdous Part of. . 


* Frtebolder, Numb. l). 1 
I Ses Cicero de Officiis, J. I. c. 0. : 
t, Parrick's Friendly Dibare, Part I, 5. 139141, 5th uit. 
* | | » / | | 
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5 in all Matters, and e 
are generally ſo abſurd and ridiculous that it is im- 
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In fine, Books of Satire, Wit, Humour, Ridi- 


dicule, Drollery, and Irony, are the moſt read 


and applauded of all Books, in all Ages, Lan- 


guages, and Countries. And as thoſe which are 
_ Exquiſite in their kinds, are the ſtanding Entertain- 
ment of the Ingenious and Learned; ſo others, 


of a lower kind, are to be found among the lower 
Readers, who ſleep under all Works which do not 
. v., ß rb 
In a word, the Opinions and Practices of Men 

Peculy in Matters of Religion, 


poſſible for them not to be the Subjects of Ri- 


For what elſe can be expected from Men who 
generally take up their Opinions without any In- 


quiry into their Reaſonableneſs or Truth, and upon 


the moſt incompetent Grounds? I cannot be ſup- i 
poſed to injure Mankind, if I conſider them under 
the Character which the very ingenious Sir Richard 


Steele gives of himſelf ; who acknowleages ® that (even 
while he took upon himſelf the Title of the Cenſor 


of Great Britain, and in ſo many fine Papers cor- 
rects his Countrymen, and particularly the Free 


thinkers, whom he directs the Magiſtrate to puniſh 


with Death) it had been with him, as it is with too 
many others, that a* ſort of an implicit Religion 


ſeem d the moſt eaſy and moſt comfortable; and that a 


Blind Veneration for he knew not what, and he knew 
not whom, ſtood for every thing important, And he 
_ confeſſes he was not enough aware, that this Implicitneſs 

of Conduct is the great Engine of Popery, fram'd fer 


the Deſtruction of good Nature, as well as good 
Senſe. If fo great a Man could take up with fuch 


a Method, and act the Part of a Cenſor and Di- 


* Preface to The State of the Roman Catholick Religion, 
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rector of others, in a Matter which he had not at 
all conſider'd, what can be expected elſe from o- 
thers, but abſurd and ridiculous Opinions and 
Practices? 
And if ſome Men will fall into abſurd and 4 
culous Opinions, Habits, Forms, Figures and Gri- 
maces; there will be thoſe who will laugh, nay, 
cannot help laughing at them. Hence moſt Parties 
laugh at one another, without - the leaſt Scruple, 
and with great Applauſe of their own Parties; and 
the Leaders of the ſame Party laugh with one an- 
other, when they conſider the "abſurd and ri- 
diculous Opinions they profeſs, and how they cheat 
and govern their Followers; agreeably to what 
Cicero ; reports of Cato, Vetus autem illud Catonis 
 «. admodum ſcitum eſt, 9 mirari ſe aiebat, quod non 
 * rideret haruſpex cum haruſpicem vidiſſet.”? We 

I think it may be juſtly ſuppos'd, that Pope 
Alexander and Thomas Becket could not but laugh 
together at the Simplicity and Weakneſs of their 
Followers, the Papiſts, who receiv*d for truth the 


following Story. It was told as a Fact f, that 


hen Thomas Becket, who never drank any thing 
but Water, fat at Table with Pope Alexander, 
* and that his Holineſs would needs taſte of his 
Cup; left his abſtemiouſneſs ſhould be known, 
„ God turn'd the Water into Wine: ſo that the 
Pope found nothing but Wine in the Cup. But 
„ 'when Becket pledg'd him, it Was turn'd 1 into Wa- 
* ter again.” N 
Laugbing therefore, and Ridicule in e Mat- 
1 go round the World with no inconſiderable 

Applauſe, and ſeem highl proper for this World 
of Nonſenſe and Folly. 15 hinder laugbing upon 
ſuch juſt Occaſions as are given, is almoſt all one 


20 * Hel Dirk. . 2. e. 23. 2 ti Hoveden, Pars it P: 525 
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as to hinder breathing. A very witty, drolling 
Dramatick Poet, and of the firſt Rank for ND 


"= in a b to his Auditors. 


7 Suppoſe now, at this Inſtant, one of you 
Mere tickled by a Fool, what would you do? 
is ten to one you'd laugh: Here's juſt the Cafe, 
„For there are Fools that tickle with their Face. 


0 


6 


* 


I it not then unjuſt that Fops ſhould ſtill 
Force one to laugh, and then take Og al? 


0 


* 


3 N 


ith FO Ik it be a Fault in thoſe reverend 


Divines; mention'd in the foregoing Article, to uſe 


Irony, Drollery, Ridicule, and Satire, in any Caſe; or 
if the Fault lies in an exorbitant Uſe thereof, or in 
any particular Species of Drollery; as, for example, 
ſuch Drollery as is to be found in the polemical 
Writings and Sermons of Dr. South; it is fit ſome 
Remedy ſhould be employ'd for the Cure of this 


Evil. And the Remedy I would propoſe, ſhould - 


not be to have the Authors puniſh*'d by the Ma- 


giſtrate, any more than for any other Faults in wri- 


ting; but either to neglect and deſpiſe it, as Rage 
and Scolding, which drop into Oblivion with the 
Sound, and would have a Life given it by Reſent- 


ment: or to allow Men to criticize and ridicule. one 


another for their Ironies and Drollery, and to exer- 
ciſe their Wit and Parts againſt each other; that 
being the true Method to bring Things to a Stan- 
dard, to fix the Decency and Propriety of Writing, 


to reach Men how to write to the Satisfaction of the 


ingenious, polite, and ſenſible Part of Mankind: 
for Decency and Propriety will ſtand the Feſt 
of Ridicule, and triumph over all the falſe Pre- 
dect to Wit; ml Indecency and Impropriety 
8 . will 


Your gay Fool tickles with his Dreſs and Motions; 
But your grave Fool of Fools with filly Notions: 
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N. {Pſalms 


in 


will fink under the Trial of Ridicule, as being capable 


of being baffled by Reaſon, and juſtly ridicuPd. 


And if any kind or degree of Ridicule be abſurd or 


Fidiculous, that will appear ſo upon Trial, no leſs 
than the low and groſs Ridicule prevalent among the 

unpolite Part of the World: But that will never 
appear. On the contrary, Ridicule of certain kinds, 


and under reaſonable Directions and Rules, and uſed 


in proper Time, Place, and Manner, (all which 
alſo are only to be found out and fix'd by Trial and 
3 8 is both a proper and neceſſary Method 
of Diſcourſe in many Caſes, and eſpecially in the 
Caſe of Gravity, when that is attended with Hy- 
pocriſy or Impoſture, or with Ignorance, or with 
ſoureneſs of Temper and Perſecution : all which 


ought to draw after them the Ridicule and Contempt 


of the Society, which has no other effectual Re- 
medy againſt ſuch Methods of Impoſition. And to 


determine in ſome meaſure the Nature and Extent 


of the [rony I contend for, as Juſt, I profeſs to ap- 
prove the noble Sarcaſin of Elyjah *; wherein he 
thus mocks the Prieſts of Baal, ſaying in effect to 
them, Cr) aloud, for your Baal is a fine God: 
„ He is either talking, or be is purſuing, or he is in a 


Journey; or peradventure he ſleepeth, and muſt be 


„ awaked.” And I concur with the P/aimift t, who 

thought it no Indecency to ſay, that he that fits in 
Heaven ſball laugh them (that is, certain Kings, who 

_ were David's Enemies) to ſcorn; the Lord fhall have 

them in Deriſion: and muſt judge, that laughing to 
ſcurn, and deriding the greateſt Men upon Earth, 
even Kings and Princes, to be a laudable and divine 

Method of dealing with them, who are only to be 


taught or rebuk*d in ſome artful way. I alſo ap- 
prove of the following Sarcaſm or Irony, which 


has 


= 


S—— 


1 
4 
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(23) 


has a better Authority for it than Elijah or the 


Pſalmiſt. Moſes introduces God ſpeaking thus af- 


ter the Fall *, Behold the Man is become like one of us, 
to know Good and Evil! And 1 think this Paſſage 
ſhews, that the whole Affair of the Fall, of which 
we have ſo very brief an Account, was a very en- 


tertaining Scene; and would have appear'd ſo, if 


ſet forch at large; as indeed it does under the 


Hands of our Divines, who have ſupplied that 


ſhort-Narration by various Additions, founded on 


Conjectures, and particularly under the fine Hand 


of Dr. Tho. Burnet, who has made a moſt ingenious 


Dialogue of what he ſuppos'd paſs'd between Eve 
and the Serpent + To ſay nothing of Mader 85 fa 


mous Paradiſe Loſt. 


In fine, ever ſince I could read ha Bible, Is 


. particularly pleas'd with the Hiſtory of Jonas, where 
ſuch a Repreſentationis made of that Prophets Ig- 


norance, Folly, and Peeviſhneſs, as expoſes him 


to the utmoſt Contempt and Scorn, and fixes à per- 


petual Ridicule on his Character. And let me here 
obſerve, chat this History has had ample Juſtice 


done it, in an Explication thereof by #309 t very in- 


genious Authors, who, by moſt penetrating and 


happy Criticiſms and Reflections, have drawn the 
Claradter" of Jonas 1 in a more pen manner. y 


* 


III But, Thirdly, L abs my Reade 5 and; am 
ready to come into any Law that ſhall be made to 
ppos'd Fe ault of Iron), 125 ping 


rectify this fu 
thoſe who are guilty of it. 


The great Concern is and ought t. to be, that the 
Liber. „ of ae, into-the J. ruth 15 7 ing 1 8 be 


* Gen. lil 22. 8 
+ Archzolog, Philoſ. J. 2. c. 7. 


in Charact. Vol. 3. and Vhitcheor ; Sermons; 
Vol. 1. 
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am very ready to facrifice the Privilege 0 
tho ſo much in faſhion among all Men; being per- 
ſuaded, that a great Part of the Trony complain'd 
0 bas its riſe from the want of Liberty to examine 
into the Truth of Things and that if that / Liberty | 
was: prevalent, it would, without a Law, prevent 
all that Jony which Men are driven into for want 
of Liberty to ſpeak. plainly, and to protect them- 
ſelves from the Attacks of aſe who would take the 
Advantage to ruin them for direct Aſſertions; and 
chat ſuch Authors as Rabelais, Saint Aldeponde, Blount, 
Marvel, Hickeringil, and many others, * never 
have run into that Exceſs of Burle/que, for which 
they are all ſo famous, had not the Reſtraint from 
writing riouſiy been ſo great. 
If * Men are forbid. to ſoak, their. Minds 
ſeriouſiy on certain Subjects, they will do it ironi- 
« cally. If they are forbid at all upon ſuch Subjects, 
“ or if they find it dangerous to do ſo, they will 


= 


( 24) 


kept up, that Men may have ſome Senſe and Know- 
ledge, and not be the Dupes of Cheats and Impoſtors, 
or of thoſe who would keep them in the dark, and 
let them receive nothing but thro? their Hands. If 
that be ſecur'd to us by Authority, I, for m my part, 


then redouble their Diſguiſe, involve themſelves 


Lg 


kee clean, vel. 1. po 7h 


4 10 


Irony, 


in myſteriouſneſs, and talk ſo, as hardly to be un- 
derſtood, or at leaſt not plainly. interpreted by 
„ thoſe who are diſpos d to do them a Miſchief. And 
* thus Raillery is brought more in faſhion, and 
tuns into an Extreme. Tis the perſecuting Spi- 
rit has rais'd the bantering one: And want of Li- 
berty may accbunt for want of a true Politeneſs, 
and for the Corruption or wrong Uſe of Fleaſan- 
try and Humour. | 


* 


(25) 
© Ac4 in this reſpect we ſtrain the Ide re of 
what we call Urhanity, and ate apt ſometimes to 
e take a inen ruſtick Air, we may thank 
ce the ridiculous Solemnity and ſour Humour of 


* our Pedagogues : or rather they may thank 
©. themſelves, if they in particular meet with the 


„ heavieſt of this kind of Treatment. For it will 


naturally fall heavieſt, where the Conſtraint has 


been the ſevereſt. The greater the Weight is, 
the bitterer will be the Satire. The higher 
the Slavery, the more exquiſite the Buffoonery. 


That this is really ſo, may appear by looking 


on thoſe Countries where the ſpiritual Tyranny 
4 


pod > * 


| Tralians ; and in their Writings, in their freer 


.< ſort of Converſations, on their Theatres, and in 
their Streets, Buffoonery and Burleſque are in the 
< higheſt Vogue. *Tis the only manner in which 


E 


.C 


the poor cramp'd Wretches can diſcharge a free 


„Thought. We muſt yield to *em the Superio—- 


e rity in this ſort of Wit. For what wonder is it 
4 H we, who have more Liberty, have leſs Dex- 


te terity in that egregious | way, of Raillery and 


„„ Ridicule £27 
Liberty of grave Examination being fd by Law, 


1 am, I Fi ready to ſacrifice the Privilege of 


Trony, and yield to have a Law enacted to pre- 
vent it. I am, moreover, willing to leave the 
drawing up ſuch a Law to your ſelf; who honeſt- 
ly and impartially ſay &, that all who droll, let them 

be of any Party, let them droll for the Truth or 
againſt it, ſhould be equally puniſh'd. _ 


Thus this grand Affair of Irony, Banter, and 


Ridiculr; this laſt perſecuting Pretence, upon which 
; you, would ſet the Humours and Faſons of Peo- 
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is higheſt. For the greateſt of Byffoons are the 
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ple, Who are all at quiet, on float, and make a 
Fermentation, and raiſe a Perſecution againſt parti- 
cular People, ſeems perfectly ſettled, 1 yielding 
to your own Terms. | 


Iv. Let me here add, that 1 am apt to think, 
Uhr when you draw up your Law, you will find it 
fo very difficult to ſettle the Point of Decency in 
Writing, in reſpect to all the various kinds of 
Trony and Ridicule, that you will be ready to lay 
aſide your Project; 3 and that you will be no more 
able to ſettle that Point of Decency, than you 
would be to ſettle by Law, that Cleanlineſs in 
Clothes, and that Politeneſs in Dreſs, Behaviour, and 
_ Converſation, which become Men of Quality and 
Fortune in the World, and ſhould be habitual to 

them: And that, if you are able to do that to 
your own Laiefa Von, you will find it very diffi- 
cult to engage the Law maker s in your Project. 
For I am perſuaded, that if our Lawmakers were, 
cout of a rational Principle, diſpoſed to give Li- 
berty by Law to a ſerious Oppoſition to publickly 
receiv'd Notions, they would not think it of 
much Importance to make a Law about a Method 
of Irony. They will naturally conclude, that if 

Men may and ought to be allow'd to write {#iouſly 
in Oppoſition to publickly receiv d Doctrines, they 
ſhould be allow'd to write in their own way; 
and will be unwilling to be depriv'd of ingenious 
and witty Diſcourſes, or ſuch as ſome of them 
will judge fo, about a Subject wherein ſerious free 
D iſcourſe is allow'd. Beſides, I am apt to think, that 

you, upon conſideration of the Advantages which the 
Church has receiv'd from the Berkenbeads, the Hey- 
ins, the Ryves's, the Needbams, the Leſtranges, the 
Nalſons, the Lefleys, the Oldeſworths, and others, in 
ther Mercurins Aulicus S, e 9 
their 


Fl 79 >, — 
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(27) 
their Mercurius Ruſticus's, their Obſervators , their 
Heraclitus Ridens's, Rebearſals, their Examiners f, 
and the three Volumes againſt the Righis of the 
Church; from the Butlers in their Hudibras's, and 
other Burleſque Works upon the Religion and Re- 
ligious Conduct of the Difſenters ; or from the 
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) Eachards, the Tam Browns, and Swiſts; or from il 
the Parkers t, Patricks #1, Souths , Sherlocks ||, 141 
Hou uſeful Leſtrange's Obſervators, which were deſign'd to ta | 1 
expoſe the Diſſenters to Contempt and Perſecution, were deem'd to #1 
the Church at the time they were publiſh'd, may be judged of by 41 
Bp. Burnet, who ſays ſin his Eighteen Papers, p. 90.] “ An- wal 
other Buffoon was hired to 33 Nation with three or a1 
% four Papers a Week, which to the Reproach of the Age in Wot! 
c which we live, had but too great and too general Effect, for a | 
8 JJ D Go I 1 14 
- + In this Work the Diſſenters and Low Churchmen are ſuffi- 4 
ciently rally d and abus'd, and particularly the Free-Thinkers, fs #4 
whoſe Creed is therein repreſented as conſiſting of theſe two Ne- 14 : 
| gatives, No Queen and no God, Examiners, Vol. 3. p. 12. 21 
Ur. Addiſon tells us [Freeholder Ne. 19,] © the Examiner # | 
as the favourite Work of the Party. It was uſher'd into the #1 
„% World by a Letter from a Secretary of State, ſetting forth the 1 38 
ee great Genius of the Author, the Uſefulneſs of his Deſign,' and 1 8 
« the mighty. Conſequences that were to be expecled from it. It 1 
4% 7s ſaid to be written by thoſe among them whom they looł d 1:48 
| upon as their moſt celebrated Wits and Politicians, and was . 4 
" I * giſpers'd into all Quarters of the Nation with great Induſtry 1 
43 and Eæpence. In this Paper all the great Men who had 11 
1 done eminent Services to their Country, but a ſew Tears before, $7 
e were draughted out one by one, and baited in their Turns, No 11 
Sancktity of Character, or Privilege of Sex exempted Perſons. 11 
„ Several of our Prelates were the ſtanding Marks of pub- 41 
e OO 3 | Ti 
r In his Eceleſiaſtical Policy, his Defence and Continuation , 41 
thereof, and his Reproof to Marvel's Rehearſal tranſpos d. 4-1 
II n his Friendly Debates. e Eo Saw 4 
** In his fx Volumes of Sermons, and in his Books of the | 


\Tilnſey. ' : 
In his Diſcourſe of the Knowledge of Chriſt, exc. his De- 
fences of Dr, Stillingfleet's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, and 

bit Anſwer to the Proteſtant Reconciler, OO 
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Atterburys*, * and Sacheverels +; in their Diſcourſes, and 
Tracts againſt the Nonconformiſts, Whigs, Low- 
Church-men, and Latitudinarians ; and other ſuch 
ironical, ſatirical, and polemical Divines; and 
from ſuch drolling Judges as Howel;” Recorder of 
London, and 0 Chief Juſtice Tefferys, who, in 
all Cauſes, where Wigs or Diſſenters were the 
Perſons accus'd and try*d before them, carried on 


the Trial by a || Train of ridicule. on them, their 


| Witneſſes and Counſel : I fay, I am apt to think, 
that you would be unwilling to be depriv'd of 


what has been and may be again ſo ſerviceable.” 


I L.am diſp 08.d. to. think that Dr, Snape, who is 
Döner — * to have gone into the greateſt 


Lengths of Calumny and Satire againſt Biſhop 


Iloadley t, to have faſb'n upon the diffenting Clergy 
im a burleſque and bantering Addreſs. to the Peirtes, 
tlie Calamys, and the Bradburqs, and to have 
written a long ixonical Leiter in the Name of the 
Jeſuits to Mri de Ia Pilloniere ft, will be thought a 
very improper Object of Cenſure for ſuch Employ- 
ment of his Pen. On the contrary, ſuch ſort of 
Attacks upon ſuch Perſons are che moſt meritori- 
dus Parts of àa Man's Life, recommend him as a 
Perſon of true and ſincere Religion, much more 
chan the ſtrongeſt Reaſoning, 9 

Life; and A the _ to > all N and Plea- 


the moſt regular 


* 


r Tranſation of Dryden ; Abſalom and Achicophel . 


"70 Latin Perſe, whereby he was firſt fluſh'd ; and in his Con- 
vocational Controverſy, and in his numerous State Libels. 


T In his Sermons, R. . 55 of the Church, and eſpecially his 
Character of a Low- 


. 222 the Trial. of Penn and Mead 3985 AY and of 
Baxtex before, Jeſterys, are, Maſter Pieces; of which laſt you 


have an Account in Kennet's Compleat Hiſtory of England, 
Tel. 34. and of the former i in the Phoenix, Vol. . 


| rn e e againſt Pilloniere. p. 30. 


12 


W drawn, to abuſe Biſhop = 


(29090 
ſures, and Advantages of Life; not only among 
thoſe, who, under the Colour of Religion, are 
carrying on a common Corporation Cauſe of Wealth, 
Power, and Authority, but among many well. 
meaning People, who allow of all Practices, which 
they ſuppoſe help out the Tuch It ſeems to me 


a moſt prodigious Banter upon us, for Men to talk 
in general of the Immorality of Ridicule and Irony, 
and of puniſhing Men for thoſe Matters, when 
their own Practice is univerſal Irony and Ridicule 


of all thoſe who go not with them, and univerſal 


Applauſe and Encouragement for ſuch Ridicule and 
Irony, and diftinguiſhin Wy by all the honourable 
2 


ling Authors for their by 
Drollery; and when Pane for Drollery 1s 


ways imaginable ſuch 


never call'd for, but when Drollery is uſed or em- 
againſt thgem! 


Il don't know whether you would: be 1 g. if 
you conſider of it, to limit the Stage it ſelf, which 


has with great Applauſe and Succeſs, - from Queen 


Elizabeth's Time downwards, ridicuPd the ſerious 
Puritans and Diſſenters, and that without any Com- 
plaints from good Churchmen, that ſerious 33 


and Things were banter d and droil'd upon; and has 
triumph'd over its. fanatical Adverſaries in the Perſon 
of Pryn, who ſufficiently ſuffer'd for his Hiſtrio-Maſtix, 
and has been approv'd of as an innocent Diverſion 
by the religious Dr. Parrick in his Friendly Debate, 


in the Reign of King Charles II. when Stage 


was in a very immoral State. I don't know whe- 
ther you would be willing even to reſtrain Bartho- 


lomew: Fair, where the Sect of the New Prophets 
was the Subject of a Droll or Puppet-Show, to the 


great Satisfaction of the Auditors, who, it may be 


„ were all good Churchmen, Puritans and 
Diffenters n 2 och Entertainments out 
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of real or pretended Seriouſneſa. (A certain 
„ Clergyman thought fir to remark, that King 
William could be no good Churchman, — 

« of his not frequenting the Play-Houſe. *) 
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V. It will probably be a Motive with you to be 
againſt aboliſhing Drollery, when you reflect that 
the Men of Irony, the Droles and Satiriſts, have been 1 
and always. will be very numerous on your ſide, 5 
where they have been and are ſo much incourag'd 
for acting that Part, and that they have always been 
and always will be very few on the ſide of Heterodoxy ; 
a Cauſe wherein an Author by engaging, may 
hurt his Reputation and Fortune, and can propoſe 
nothing to himſelf but Poverty and Diſgrace, 1 
doubt whether you would be for puniſhing your 
Friend Dr. Rogers, from whom I juſt now quoted an 
Trony on the Author of The Scheme of Literal Prophecy - | + 
conſider d, or any one elſe, for laughing at and ma- 
king ſport with him; or whether you would be 
for puniſhing the Reverend Mr. Trapp, who implies 
the Juſtnæſß and Propriety of ridiculing Popery; when 
he ſays f, that Popery is ſo fooliſh and abſurd; that 
8 every body of common Senſe muſt L AU GH at it; and 
q when he refers to Eraſmus for having abundanily 
N 
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xIDICUL'D their Reliques ; and himſelf puts Ridi- 
cule in Practice againſt them, by repreſenting their 
Doctrines and Practices as ridiculouſiy fooliſh, as de. 
ſpicably childifh, and Matter of mere Scorn; as mou- 
 ftrous; as Spells, juggling Tricks,groſs Cheats, Impoſtures t, 
and wretched Shifts ; and in fine, in repreſenting by 
way of Specimen, all their Miracles as Legends; of 
which he ſays, Theſe and a thouſand more ſuch like 
unreaſonable Lies, which a Child” of common Senſe 
''" The Stagrcondenid, p. 4... 
4 Bapory cndpfined, 4. 197; „ee 
* Pag. 75» 76, 97» 79, 81. 112, 113; 120, 122, 124, | 
ih 1 5 9 
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} aud laugh at, are impos'd upon and fwallow'd by 


the ignorant People, and make a VERY GREA T Part 


| of the Popiſh Religion, Wo WI BIS o! fo 


And this, in . concurrence” 1 Mr. Th rap, 1 
alſo take to be the Caſe of Popery, that it muſt 


make Men laugh; and that it is much eaſier to be 
ravely diſpoſed in reading a Stage. Comedy or Farce, 

# Haan in conſidering and reflecting on the Comedy and 
Farce of Popery; than which, Wit and Folly, and 
Madneſs in conjunction, cannot invent or make a 
thing more ridiculous, . according to that Light in 
which I ſee their Doctrines, Ceremonies and Wor- 
hip, the Hiſtories: and Legends of their Saints, 


and the pretended Miracles wrought in their Church; 


which has hardly any thing ſerious in it but its Per- 
ſecutions, its Murders, its l. 
againſt the moſt innocent and virtuous, and the 
moſt ſenſible and learned Men, becauſe they will 
an mor be Tools to ſupport Villany and Ignorance. rg © 
- 6 Tranfubſtantiation, ſays: Tillotſon , is not a 
« Controverſy of Scripture againſt Scripture, or of 
*. Reaſon againſt Reaſon, but of downright Impu- 
_ £* dence againſt the plain meaning of Scripture, 
% and all the Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind.” 


And accordingly he ſcruples not to fay, in a moſt 


Arolling manner, that Tranſubſtantiation 15 one 


„of the chief of the Roman Church's legerdemain 


and juggling Tricks of Falſhood and Impoſture ; 
"—_— that in all Probability thoſe common jug- 
'* pling Words of Hocus-pocus, are hothing elſe but a 

66 Corruption of hoc eſt corpus, by way of ridiculous 
Imitation of the Church of Rome in their Trick 
aof Tanſubſtantiation. And as he archly makes 
the Introduction of this monſtrous Piece of grave 


Nonſenſe to be owing to its being at firſt preach'd 
by its Promoters with condenient Gravity and Solem- 


 * Sermons, Vol. III. p. 299. a 
K ity, 


aſſacres; all employ'd 
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at Popery. Even the ſolemn and 
has written a Book againſt Tranſubſtantiation, under 
the Title of ©-Irrifio Dei Panarũ, The Deriſion of the 
4. Breaden God,” in Imitation of the primitive Fa- 
thers, who have written Derifions and Mockeries of k 
the Pagan Religion. , 
And he takes the Materials me this drol- \ 
ling Performance of his conſiſts, from the holy 
Scriptures, the Apocryphal Books, and Writings of he 5 
Holy Fathers, as he tells us in his Title-Page 3 three 
inexhauſtible Sources of Wit and Irony againſt the 
Corrupters of true and genuine Religion. In like 
upon the Poptſh Clergy the ſeveral 
Arguments urg'd} by the Jewiſb Clergy: 1 
Teſtament, for the Aibodity of the Fewi/b Church; 
and anſwers, under that rom,, all that the Popiſh 
_ Clergy offer in behalf of the Authority of their 
Church, in a Sermon at-the End of his Annotation on 


(325 


nity *, Which is as common Method of impoſing 


Abe on the World; ſo I think that Doctrine 


taught with ſuch convenient Gravity. and Solemnity 


ſhould neceſſarily. produce Levity, Laughter and Ri- 
_ dicule, in all intelligent People to whom it is pro- 
pos- d, who muſt ſmile, if they can with ſafety,” to 
fee ſuch Stuff vented with a grave Face. 


In like manner many other Divines treat and 2 
grave Dr. Whitby 


manner he turns 
in the New 


St. John's Goſpel. 0 


Nor do our Divints voting their Devifions;: K | 
dicule and Irony againſt © Popery to their Treatifes 
and Difcourſes, but fill their Sermons, and eſpecially 
their Sermons on the Fifth. of November, and other 
political Days, with infinite Reflections of that 
Kind. Of. theſe Reflections a Popiſh Author pub- 
liſh'd a Waring a in a Book ated 15 0 (ogg: e 1 


2M Rule of Faidh, þ 347, 348. Wi 
7 See p. 57. | 
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15 Pulpits, in order to ſhame the Church out of 
their Method of drolling and laughing at Popery. 
But this Book had no other effect, than to produce 


a Defence of thoſe Sermons under the Title of 


Pulpit © Popery true Popery, vindicating the ſeveral 


Droll Repreſentations made of Popery in thoſe Ser- 
„„ IG 6, bo 7 


Of theſe drolling Reflections cited by the Popiſh 
Author out of our Church of England Sermons, 
take theſe following for a Specimen of what are 
to be met with in thoſe Sermons f. 
» Pilgrimages, going Bare-foot, Hair-ſhirts, 
and Whips, with other ſuch Goſpel-artillery, are 
their only Helps to Devotion.—lrt ſeems that 
« with them a Man ſometimes cannot be a Peni- 
tent, unleſs he alſo turns Vagabond, and foots it 
to Zeruſalem..—— He that thinks to expiate a 
Sin by going bare-foat, does the Penance of a 
<. Gooſe, and only makes one Folly the Atone- 
ment of another. Paul indeed was ſcourg'd 
and beaten by the Fews ; but we never read that 
he beat or ſcourg'd himſelf; and if they think 


3 


<« his keeping under his Body imports ſo much, 


they muſt firſt prove that the Body cannot be 
kept under by a virtuous Mind, and that the 


Mind cannot be made virtuous but by a Scourge; 
and conſequently, that Thongs and Whipcord 
< are Means of Grace, and Things neceſſary to 


Salvation. The truth is, if Mens Religion lies 


% no deeper than their Skin, it is poſſible they 
«© may ſcourge themſelves into very great Im- 


cc provements.— But they will find that bodily 

 < Exerciſe touches not the Soul; and conſequently 
chat in this whole Courſe they are like Men out 

of the way: let them flaſh on never ſo faſt, they 


Pag. 59. IJ. Pag. 57. 
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|< are not at all nearer. their Journey's-end : And 
c howſoever they deceive themſelves and others, 
they may as well OAT to 0 a D. as a 
„ Soul, to Heaven. 
What ſay you to the Popiſh Doctrine of the 
«Sacrifice of the Maſs. —— According to this 


% Doctrine, our bleſſed Saviour muſt ſtill, to the 


:« end of the World, be laid hold on by Binmers, 
.« be ground with their Teeth, and ſent down into 
c their impure Paunches, as often as the Prieſt 
4 ſhall pronounce this Charm, hoc eſt corpus meum : 
e and it feems that he was a falſe Prophet, when 
he ſaid upon the Croſs, It is finiſt d, ſeeing there 
vas ſuch an infinite _— of dagen 1 80 ſtill 


c to be undergone. ' 
% For Purgatory, 100 not arenen in it ſelf, whe- 


4. "00 ther it be, or where it be, no, more than the 
% World in the Moon; but ſo long as that falſe 
Fire ſerves to maintain a true one, and his Holi- 
e gneſs's Kitchen ſmokes with the Rents he receives 
for releaſing Souls -from thence, which never 

e came there, it concerns him and his to ſee to it, 


on that it be not ſuffer'd to go out.“ ; 
An ingenious Author, Sir Richard Steel, has of 


late made a Dedication to his Holineſs the Pope him. 
ſelf, before a Book entitled, An Account of the | 


State of the Roman Catholick Religion throughout the 


World, &c. In which Dedication, that moſt exalted 
Clergyman the Pope, that ſuppos'd] infallible Dic- 


tator in Religion, and moſt grave Perſon; who, if 


ſerious Matters and Perſons were always to be treat- 
ed ſeriouſly, may vie with any other Mortal for a 
Right to ſerious Treatment; is expos'd by i incompa- 


rable Drollery and Irony to the utmoſt Contempt, to 
the univerſal Satisfaction of Proteſtant Readers, who 
have been pleas d to ſee a grols * however 


reſpected 


A 


(5) 


reſpected and ador'd by godly and ſerious Papiſts, 
ſo treated. 


VI. In 855. it 18 ſuided to the common Practice 
of this Nation to ridicule Popery, as well as Non- 
conformity; and tho ſeveral grave Books, written 

among us againſt Popery, in the Reign of King 
James II. ( of which yet the Romiſh Prieſts com- 

plain'd, as treating the King's * Religion with Con- 

' tempt) were then very well receiv'd and applauded 

for Learning and ſtrength of pul pry, yet, I be- 

lieve, it may with more Propriety be ſaid, that King 

James II. and Popery were f laugbd or Til hallsc'd, 

than that they were arg d out of the Kingdom. 

The reading the King's Declaration of Indulgence 

in Churches 1688, had this fatal Feſt put upon it 

by a reverend Divine, „Who pleaſantly told his 
505 People, That tho he tod obliged to read it, the 
dere not obliged to hear it; and he ſtop'd till they 


« all went out, and then he read it to the Walls.“ 


To which may be added, the famous Mr. Wallop's 
excellent Compariſon of that Declaration upon the 
Inſtant of its Publication, to the ſcaffolding of S:. 
Paul's Church; which, as foon as the Builaing was 
0 niſſ d, co, be pulÞd down.” 
Biſhop Burnet celebrates, with the greateſt Ja f. 
neſs, our Taſte, and indeed the Taſte of the World 
in this Reſpect, when he relates how Popery was then 


uſed among us; and he recites ſome of the Fefts which 
paſſed and were received with univerſal Applauſe. 


He tells us ff, The Court was now (that is, in 
« 1686,) much ſer on making Converts, which 
« fail'd in moſt Inflances, and produc'd Repartees ; 


ce : (ak whether true or falſe, were much repeated, | 


M1 Burnet's Hiſtory of kis own Times, p. 6 N 
T Ib. 7. 792. Ibid. P. 740. ++ Ibid. p. 683. 
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and were heard with great Satisfaction. The 
Earl of Mulgrave (ſince Duke of Buckinghamfhire) 


was Lord Chamberlain; he was apt to comply 


*in every thing that he thought might be ac- 
e ceptable, for he went with the King to Maſs, 


and kneeled at it; and being look'd on as indif- 


ſerent to all Religions, the Prieſts made an At- 


© tack upon him: He heard them gravely arguing 
fox Tranſubſtantiation, He told them he was wi. 
ling to receive Inſtruction; he had taken much 
* Pains to bring himſelf to believe in God, who 


made the World and all Men in it: But it muſt. 


e notbe an ordinary Force of Argument that could 


© make him believe that Man was quits with God, 
and made God again. The Earl of. Middleton 


had marry'd into a Popiſh Family, and was a 


Man of great Parts and a generous Temper, but 


« of looſe Principles in Religion; ſo a Prieſt was 
* ſent to inſtruct him. He began with Tranſub- 


e ſtantiation, of which he ſaid he would convince 
him immediately: And began thus, You be- 


e lieve the Trinity. Middleton ſtop'd him, and 
&« ſaid, who told you ſo? At which he ſeem'd a- 
„ mazed. So the Earl faid, he expected he ſhould 


* 


„ convince him of his Belief, but not queſtion him 
of his own : With this the Prieſt was ſo diſor- 


e der'd, that he could proceed no farther. . One 


Day the King gave the Duke of Nor folk the 


© Sword of State to carry before him to the Chap- 
<« pel, and he ſtood at the Door. Upon which the 


King ſaid to him, My Lord, your Father would 


have gone farther. To which the Duke anſwer'd, 


Jour Majeſty's Father was the better Man, and 


he would not have gone ſo far. Kirk was alſo 
* ſpoken to, to change his Religion, and he reply'd 
« briſkly, that he was already pre-engag'd, for be 


„ Hd promisd the King of Morocco, that if ever 


| « He 


' 4-37) 


* be chang'd bis Religion he would turn Mahometan.” 
When K. James ſent an Iriſp Prieſt to convert the D. of 


_ Bucks[Villers) the ſaid Duke entertainꝰd the Prieſt with 


a Bottle, and engag'd him in a Dialogue, which the 
Duke afterwards caus'd to be printed, to the no 
ſmall Mortification of all Papiſts, who were therein 
exceedingly ridicul'd, and to the Triumph of all 
good Churchmen, who are never better pleas'd, 


than when they have the Laugh on their ſide. _ 


At this time alſo were publiſh'd two merry Books, 
by a couple of our Divines, with expreſs View eto 
make Proteſtants laugh at Popery, as at a Farce; 
and they were, The School of the Euchariſt, wherein 
is a Collection of ridiculous Miracles, pretended to 
be wrought to ſupport the Truth of Tranſubſtan- 


tiation, and Purgatory prov'd by Miracles. 
| TI muſt not omit another incomparable Piece. of 
Wit and Raillery againſt 'Popery, publiſh'd at that 


time. It ſeems the famous Poet, Dryden, thought 


fit to declare himſelf a Roman Catholick ; and had, 
as *tis ſaid, a Penance injoyn'd him by his Confeſſor, 


for having formerly written The Spaniſh Fryar, of 


compoſing ſome Treatiſe in a poetical way for Popery, 
and againſt the Reformation, This he executed in a 
Poem, intituled, The Hind and Panther ; which, ſet- 

ting aſide the Abſurdity of the Matters therein aſ- 

ſerted, and of the ſeveral Arguments to maintain 
them, is, in other Reſpects, one of the moſt mean 
Compoſitions that ever the Preſs produc'd. Was 


it proper to paſs over in ſilence ſuch a Work, from 


whence probably the Popiſh Party expected great 


Matters, as knowing the Efficacy of Poetry, and 


being Witneſſes of the Succeſs the Author had had 
in his Abſalom and Achitophel againſt the Whigs ? 
Was it proper to write /eriou/ly and gravely againſt 
a Book, wherein the Author every where aims at 
Wit, Irony, and Burleſque, and does himſelf * 
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0 38 ) 
ſo ridiculogs a Tis as to be a ſtanding Jeſt 
throughout the whole ? Was not the Convert him 
ſelf, as ſuch, a Feſt, or as profeſſing any Religion, a 
Felt; who * for 1 9 55 and ſpoke as l. Was 


Salary and eee are annexed ? Some. inge⸗ , 
nious Petſons of the Times took a better Method, 
and agreeably to the Temper and Diſpoſition of : 
our Cauntrymen, and to the nature of Dryden's 
Attack, and his intereſted Writing for Religion, 
made a Return in a Paper intituled, The Hind and 
Pantber tranſverg d to the Story of the Country-Mouſe 


and City-Mouſe : Out of which, for a Specimen of 
TOW Paſſage. 


: juſt Trony, and fine ite 1 will Li you the -- 


« Sirrab, ſays Biche thay baft echt; us Wu * 
1 Sour 10 my Taſte, and to my Eyes unfine. 
Says Will, "Al Geitlemen like it. 75 ſays White, oy 
« What is approv'd by them muſt needs be Fight, _ 
is true, TI thought i bad, but if the Houſe 
* Commend it, TI ſubmit, a private Mouſe. 
Nor 10 their Catholick Conſent oppoſe 
My erring Judgment and reforming MI. 
A Mhy, what a Devil, an's 1 truſt my Dyes, | 
1 Muſt I drink Stum, 72 7 the Raſcal nes, . 
And palms upon us Catholick Confenr,, 
* To give ſophiſticated Brewings Jem, 
% Says White, what antient Evidence can fr, 
20 I you muſt argue thus and not obey? , _ 
* Drawers muſt be truſted, thro whoſe hands con- 
vn take the Liquor, or you ſpoil the Trade. (veyd 
Fur ſure thoſe honeſt Fellows have uo Knack 


« « Of putting off ftum'd Claret * h 


* The Proteflant Move freaks . 
i How 
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Hote long alas! would the poor Vintner laſt, 7 
Fall that drink muſt judge, and every Gueſt 7 f 
Be allouod to have an underſtanding Taſte? | 


| VII I queſtion whether High-Church ook be 
willing to have the reverend Author of the Tale of 
4 Tub, one of the greateſt Droles that ever 
pear'd upon the Stage of the World, puniſh'd Go 
that or any other of his drolling Works : For tho 
religious Matters, and all the various Forms of 
Chriſtianity have therein a conſiderable Share of R:- 
dicule ; yet in regard of his Drollery upon the Whigs, 

Diſſenters, and the War with France (things of as 
ſerious and weighty. Conſideration, and as much af- 
fecting the Peace of Society, as Juſtification by Faith 
only, Predeſtination, Tranſubſtantiation, or Conſtan- 
ſubſtantiation, or Queſtions about religious Ceremonies, 
or any ſuch intereſted Matters) the Convocation 
in their famous Repreſentation of the Profaneneſs and 
Blaſpbemy of the Nation, took no notice of his 
drolling on Chriſtianity : And his Uſefulneſs in Drol- 
lery and Ridicule was deem'd ſufficient by the Pious 
Queen Anne, and her pious Miniſtry, to intitle him to 
a Church Preferment of ſeveral hundred Pounds 
per Ann. * which ſhe beftow'd upon him, notwith- 
ſtanding. a fanatick High-Churchman, who ' weakly 
thought Seriouſneſs in Religion of more uſe toHigh- 
Church than Drollery, and attempted to hinder his 
Promotion, by repreſenting to her Majeſty, * What. 
« a Scandal it would be both to Church and State 
to beſtow Preferment upon a Clergyman, who 
« was hardly ſuſpected of being a Chriſtian.” 
| Beſides, High-Church receives daily moſt ſignal 
Services from his drolling Capacity, which has of 
late exerted itſelf on the Jacobite Stage of Miſes 


33 Boyer's Life of Queen Ame, in the Annual n of he 
Deaths, p. 65. 
C4 e eee 


ff. 
and Fogg's Journal, and in other little Papers pub- 
liſh*d in Ireland; in which he endeavours to expoſe 
the preſent Adminiſtration of publick Affairs to 
contempt, to inflame the Iriſo Nation againſt the 
Engliſh, and to make them throw off all Subjection 
to the Engliſb Government, to ſatit ize Biſhop Bur. 
nt and other Whig Biſhops; and, in fine, to pave the 
Way for a new or Popiſh! Revolution, as far as 
chooſing the - moſt proper Topicks of Invective, 
and treating of them in the way of Drollery, can do. 


VIII. It is well known, that Gravity, Preciſeneſs, 
Solemnity, Sourneſs, formal Dreſs and Behaviour, 
Sobriety of Manners, keeping at a diſtance from 
the common Paſtimes of the World, Averſion to 
| Rites and Ceremonies in the publick Worſhip, and 
to Pictures, Images, and Muſick in Churches; 
mixing Religion in common Converſation, uſing 
long Graces, practiſing Family-Worſhip, part of 
which was praying ex tempore; ſetting up and hear- 
ing Lectures, and a ſtrict Obſervation of the Lord's: 
Day, which was calPd the Sabbath, were the Parts 
of the Character of a Puritan ; who, it is to be ob. 
ſerv'd, uſually had the Imputation of Hypocriſy 
for his great and extraordinary Pretences to Reli- 
gion: He was alſo a great Qppoſer of the Court- 
Meaſures in the Reign of King James and King 
Charles I. and moſt zealous for Law, Liberty, 
and Property, when thoſe two Princes ſet up for 
raiſing Money by their own Authority, and in con- 
ſequence thereof, fell into numerous other Acts of 
Violence and Injuſtice. It is alſo well known, that 
to quell theſe Puritans, and leſſen their Credit, and 
baffle all their Pretences, Gaiety, Mirth, Paſtimes 
or Sports, were incourag*d and requir'd on Sun- 
days of the People ; that Churches were render'd 


Sa 
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1 gay, theatrical, and pleafant by the Decorations, 


Paintings,” Muſick, and Ceremonies therein per- 


form' d; and that the utmoſt Ridicule was employd 
_ againſt ſome of them, as Enibuſiaſts, and againſt o- 
thers of them as Hypocrites, and againſt them 
all as factious and ſeditious, by their Adverſaries ; 
who were under no Reſtraints, but incourag'd to 
write with Scorn, Contempt, Raillery and Satire 
_ againſt theſe ſuppos d Enemies of Church and State. 
Nor did the great Succeſs of the Puritans in the 
Field of Battle ſuppreſs that Vein and Humour of 
Ridicule begun againſt them; but the Laudean 


Party ſtill carry'd on a Paper War with innumera- 
ble Pamphlets, which all tended more or leſs to 
make the World laugh at and ridicule the Puritans. 
And J am verily perſuaded, that no Hiſtory of any 
other Country in the World can produce a Paral- 


lel, wherein the Principle and Practice of Ridicule 
were ever ſo ſtrongly encourag'd, and ſo conſtantly 
purſu'd, fix'd er in the Minds of Men, as 
it was and is in Churchmen againſt Puritans and 
Diſſenters. Even at this Day the Ridicule is ſo 
ſtrong againſt the preſent Diſſenters, ſo e e 
by Clergy and Laity, eſpecially in Vil 

ſmall Country Towns, that they are unable to 


withſtand its Force, but daily come over in Num- 


bers to the Church to avoid being laugbd at. It 


ſeems to me a Mark of Diſtinction more likely 


to laſt in the Church than any other Matter that 
can obſerve. Paſſive Obedience, the divine Right 
of Kings, Sc. riſe and fall according to particular 


4 Clergyman preach'd thus to his Auditory:; “ You have 

„ Moſes and Aaron before you, and the Organs behind you, 

e ſo are a happy People; for what greater Comfort would mor- 
. tal Men have? See Walker's Sufferings, c. p. 178. 
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Occaſions 3 but Laughter at Diſſenters ſe eems fit 


for ever, if they ſhould chance to laſt ſo long. 


| South's "ain: Sure which: now amount to fix 2 : 
lumes, make Reading Feſts and Banter upon Difſen- 
ters, the religious Exerciſe of good Churchmen up- 
on Sundays, who now can ſerve God (as many think 
they do by hearing or reading Sermons) and be as 
merry as at the Play-houſe. And Hudibras, which 

is a daily High- Church Entertainment, and a Pocket 


and Traveling High-Church Companion, muſt ne- 


ceſſarily have a very conſiderable Effect, and can- 
not fail forming in Men that Humour and Vein of 
| Ridicule upon Diſſenters which runs thro that Work. 
In a word, High-Church has conſtantly been an 
Enemy to, and a Ridiculer of the Seriouſneſs of Pu- 


ritans and Difſenters, whom they have ever charg d 
with Hypocriſy for their Seriouſneſi. 


e Alter- the Civil War had broke out in 1641, 
< and the King and Court had ſettled at Oxford, 


cc 


| * 


one Birkenhead, who had liv'd in Laud's Family, 


cc 


„ firſt whereof was publiſh'd in 1642. In the Ab- 
«. ſence of the Author, Birkenbead, from Oxford, 
it was continued by Heylin. Birkenhead pleas'd 


* the Generality of Readers with his Ma ggeries 


* and Buffooneries; and the Royal Party were fo 


taken with it, that the Author was recommend- 


« ed to be Reader of Moral Philoſophy by his Ma- 


jeſty; who, together with the religious Electors, 
it is juſtly to be preſum' d, thought Waggery and 


Buffoonery, not only Political, but Religious and 
Moral, when a one og _ Puritans and . 


| rs. 5 


* See the Article Heylin, i in Word's Athenæ Oxon. 


IX. king 


< and been made Fellow of All Souls College by 
Laud's Means, was appointed to write a Weekly 
Paper under the Title of Mercurius Aulicus; the 
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Þ - King Charles the Second's Reſtoration W 
along with it glorious High-Church Times; which 
were diſtinguiſh'd as much by laughing at Diſſenters, 
as by perſecuting them; which paſs for a Pattern 
how Diſſenters are to be treated; and which will 
never be given up, by High- Church- nen, as falke 
for ridiculing Diſſenters. 

The King himſelf, who had very good natural 

Parts, and a Diſpoſition to banter and ridicule e- 
Body, and eſpecially the Preſbyterians, whoſe 
Bible he had felt for his Lewdneſs and Irreli- 
gion in Scotland, had in his Exile an Education, 
and liv'd, among ſome of the greateſt Droles and 
Mis that any Age ever produc d; who could not 
. but form him in that way, who was ſo well fitted by 
77 Temper for it. The Duke of Buckingham was his 
conſtant Companion. And he had a * great Live- 
Une of Wit, and @ peculiar. Faculty of turning all 
things into ridicule. He was Author of the Re- 
hear 77 al; which, as a moſt noble Author ſays, is f a 
juſtly admir'd Piece of comick Wit, and has furniſo d 
our Jeſt Wits in all 15 Controverſi tes, even in Religi- 
on and Politicks, as well as in the Affairs of Wit and 
Learning, with ibe moſt effectual and entertaining 
3 of expoſing Folly, Pedantry, falſe Reaſon, and 
7 _ Writing, The Duke of Buckingham | brought. 
Hobbes to him to be his Tutor, who was a Philoſo- 
Ibical Drole, and had a great deal of Wit of the 
drolling kind. Sheldon, who was afterwards Arch- 
| biſhop of Canterbury, and attended the King con- 
ſtantly in his Exile as his Chaplain, was an eminent 
e as appears from Mas Burnet, who * t. 


* Burnet's Hf p. 100. 


0 Characteriſticks, W. I. p. 259. 
| Burnet, iid, + Page 177. 
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| that be had a great Pleaſauneſs & C overſation per- 


haps too great. 
And Hide, afterwards Eatl of Clarendon, who | 


attended the King in his Exile, ſeems alſo to have 
om a great Drole, by Biſhop Burne!'s repreſent- 


him, as one, that had loo much Levity in his 
Wa, and that did not obſerve the Decorum of his Poſt *, 


In a Speech to the Lords and Commons, Hide at. 
tackꝰd the Gravity of the Puritans, ſaying f,. Very 
* merry Men have been very godly Men; and if 


* a good Conſcience be a continued Feaſt, there i i 


no reaſon but Men may be very merry at it.” 
And upon Mr. Baxter and other Preſbyterian Mi- 
| Niſters waiting on him in relation to the Savoy Con- 
ference, he ſaid to Mr. Baxter on the firſt Salute that 
if © he were but as fat as Dr. Manton, we ſhould 


« all do well.“ 
No wonder therefore, that Ridicule, Jing Railtery, 


and Satire, ſhould prevail at Court after the Reſto- 


ration; and that King Charles the Second, who was 


a Wit himſelf, and early taught to laugh at his Fa- 


ther*s Stiffneſs, ſhould be ſo great a Maſter of them, 


and bring them into play among his Subjects; and 
that he who had the moſt ſovereign Contempt for 


all Mankind, and in particular for the People and 


- Church of En gland, ſhould uſe his Talent againft 
them ; and that his People in return ſhould give 
him like for like. 


I i well known how he banter the Prefbyteri-- 


an Minifters, who out of Intereſt came over to 
him at Breda; where they were placed in a Room 
next to his Majeſty, and order'd to attend till his 
Majeſty had done his Devotions; who, it ſeems, 
: pray*d ſo artfully, and poured out ſo w of 


* Burnet, p. 95.7 
31 care. e, p. 258. t Lid. I Y | 
l — Hiſt. | 


their 


6450 i | 
their Phraſes, which he had learned when he was 1] 
in Scotland, where he was forced to be preſent at 

religious Exerciſes of ſix or ſeven Hours a-day z 
and had practisd among the Huguenot Miniſters in 
France *, who reported him to have a ſan#tify'd 
Heart, and to ſpeak the very Language of Canaan, 

{ This Ridicule he cover'd with Seriouſneſs ; having at 

tat time Occaſion for thoſe Miniſters, who were 
then his great Inſtruments in reconciling the Na- 
tion to his Reſtoration, When he had no farther 
Occaſion for them, he was open in his Ridicule, and 
would fay, that + Preſbyterianiſm. was not a Religion 


for a Gentleman. 
EX. Would you, who are a Man of Senſe and 
| Learning, and of ſome Moderation, be for puniſh- 
ing the Author of The Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
8 ments which attend the Study of the Scriptures in the 
way of private Judgment, &c. who is ſuppos'd to 
be a Prelate of the Church, for that Book, which 
is wholly an Vrony about the moſt ſacred Perſons 
and Things? Muſt not the fine Jrony it ſelf, and 
the Execution of it, with ſo much Learning, Senſe, 
and Wit, raiſe in you the higheſt Eſteem and Ad- 
miration of the Author, inſtead of a Diſpoſition ta 
puniſh him? Would you appear to the intelligent 
/ | \ Part of the World ſuch an Enemy to Knowledge, 
and ſuch a Friend to the Kingdom of Darkneſs, as 
ſuch Puniſhment would imply? In fine, can you ſee 
and direct us to a better way, to make us inquire 
after and underſtand Matters of Religion, to make 
us get and keep a good temper of Mind, and to | 
plant and cultivate in us the Virtues neceſſary tio 1 


good Order and Peace in Society, and to eradicate {| 
7 Kennet's Regiſter,” p. 111. \ 2 5 2538851 e | ö 
err 5 1 
Ez | the 1 
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the Vices that every where give Society ſo much 
Diſturbance, than what is preſcrib'd or imply'd in 


that Book? And can you think of a better Form of 
Conveyance, or Vehicle for Matters of ſuch univerſal 
_ Concern to all intelligent People (if. you -confider 


the State of the World, and the infinite Variety of 


Underſtandings, Intereſts, and Defigns of Men, 


who are all to be addreſs'd to at the ſame Time) than 


his Method of Irony? And has not Succeſs juſtify*d- 
his Method? For the Book has had a free Vent in 
ſeveral Impreſſions 3. has been very generally read 
and applauded ; has convinced Numbers, and has 
been no Occaſion of trouble either to Bookſeller or 
Author. It has alſo had the Advantage to have a 


moſt ingenious Letter of John Hales of Eton join'd 


to ſome Editions of it; who by this Letter, as well 
as by ſeveral others of his Pieces, ſhews himſelf to 
have been another Socrates, one of the greateſt 
Maſters of true Wit and juſt Irony, as well as 
Learning, which the World ever produc'd; and 

| ſhews he could have writ ſuch a Book as the Difi- 


culties, &c. But if you are capable of coming into 
any Meaſures for puniſhing the Author of the Dif- 


 ficulties, &c. for his Irony, I conceive; that you 
may poſſibly heſitate a little in relation to the ſame 
Author, about his New Defence of the Biſhop of Ban- 
gor's Sermon of the Kingdom of Chriſt, conſider'd as 
it is the Performance of a Man of Letters; which, 
tho far below The Difficulties, &c. is an ingenious 
Irony on that Sermon. You may probably, like 
many others of the Clergy, approve of Satire fo 
well employ'd, as againſt that Biſhop, who has ſuc- 
ceeded Biſhop Burnet in being the Subject of Clergy- 
Ridicule, as well as in his Biſhoprick. The Biſhop 

| himſelf was very juſtly patient, under all Attacks 
by the Reverend Trapp, Earbery, Snape, Late, 
and Luke Milbourne, in his Tom of Bedlam's Anſwer 
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t 5 bis Brother Ben Hoadley, S/. Peter's Poor Parſon 
near the Exchange of Principles; ſome of which 
were of a very abuſive kind, and ſuch as can hardly 
be parallel'd; and did not call upon the Magiſtrate 
to come to his Aid againſt that Author, or againſt 
any others of the Clergy who had attack'd him 


with as great Mockery, Ridicule, and Irony, as e- 


ver Biſhop had been by the profeſs'd Adverſaries of 


the Order; or as ever the Biſhops had been by the 
Puritans and Libellers in the Reigns of Net 
Elizabeth, King James and King Charles the Firſt ; 


or as Leſtey, Hukes, Hill, Atterbury, Binks, and o- 

ther High- Church Clergy did the late Biſhop 
"Burnet. Inſtead of that he took the true and pro- 
per Method, by publiſhing an 44/wer to the faid 
Irony, compog'd i in the ſame ironical Strain, intitled, 
Me Dean of ' Worceſter ſtill the — 4 Or his new 


l Defence of the. Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon, confi der'd, 


as it is the Performance of @ great C ritick, a Man 


y Senſe, and a Man of Probity. Which Aiifwer does, 
in my Opinion, as much ae to the Biſhop, 


by its Excellency in the iromcal Hay, as it does by 


allowing the Method it ſelf, and going into that 
Method, in imitation of his Reverend Brethren' of 
the Clergy, who appear to be under no Reſtraints 

from the Immorality or Indecency of treating the 
Biſhop in the way of Ridicule and with the utmoſt 
Contempt; but, on the contrary, to be ſpurr'd on 
by the Excellency and Propriety thereof to uſe it 
againſt, him, even in the * Pulpit, as Part of the 
; AGES e on the ea [4 
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Dale and ee in 58. even the moſt ſerious 
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Men, in the moſt ſerious Places, and on the môſt 
ſerious Occaſions. Go into the Privy- Councils of 
Princes, into Senates, into Courts of Judicature, 
and into the Aſſemblies of the Kirk or Church; and 
you will find that Wit, good Humour, Ridicule, 
and Drollery, mix themſelves in all the Queſtions 
before thoſe Bodies; and that the moſt ſolemn and 


ſour Perſon there preſent, will ever be found endea- 


vouring, at leaſt, to crack his jeſt, in order to raiſe 
a Character for Wit; which has ſo great an Ap- 
plauſe attending it, and renders Men ſo univerſally 
acceptable for their Converſation, and places them 
above the greateſt Proficients in the Sciences, that 


| almoſt every one is intoxicated with the Paſſion of 


In the Reports made to us of the Debates in the 
Houſes of Lords, Commons, and Convocation, the 
ſerious Parts of the Speeches there made die for the 
moſt part with the Sound; but the Wit, the Irony, 
the Drollery, the Ridicule, the Satire, and Repar- 
tees, are thought worthy to be remember'd and 
repeated in Converſation, and make a Part of the 
Hiſtory of the Proceedings of thoſe Bodies, no leſs 
than their grave Tranſactions, as ſome ſuch muſt 
neceſſarily be. VVV 
Whoever will look into Antiquity for an Account 
of the Lives, Actions, and Works of the old Phi- 
loſophers, will find little remaining of them; but 
ſome of their witty, drolling, and bantering Say- 
ings, which alone have been thought worthy to be 
preſery*d to Poſterity. And if you will look into the 
Lives of the modern Stateſmen, Philoſophers, Di- 
vines, Lawyers, Sc. you will find that their witty 
Sayings ever make a conſiderable Part: by re- 
porting which great Honour is intended to be done 
to their Memory. The great and moſt religious 
Philoſopher Dr. H. More, has a great many as | 
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of Wit attributed to him in his Life by Mr. Ward; 


who repreſents him from his * *, an- 


elbe merrieſt Greeks they were arquainted with, and 
tells us, that the Doctor ſaid in his Jaſt [lineſs, to : 
him ff, that the merry way was that which be ſaw 
mightily to tate; and ſo be uſed it the more. 


The great and famous Sir Thomas More, Lord 4 


Chancellor of England in Henry the Eighth's time, 
was an inexhauſtible Source of Drollery®, as his volu- 
minous Works, which conſiſt for the moſt part of 
controverſial Divinity in behalf of Popery, ſhow, and 
which are many of them written in Dialogu 
better to intr 
which he has us'd in ſuch Perfektion, that it is ſaid 
f none can ever be weary of reading them, tho they be 
never ſo long. Nor could Death it ſelf, In imme- 
diate view before his Eyes, ſuppreſs his merry Hu- 
mour, and hinder him from cracking Jets on the 
Scaffold; tho he was a Man of great Piety and De- 


uce the drolling Way of Writing, 


v2tion, whereof all the World was convinced 7 his ; 


Conduct both in his Life and at his Death. 


It is faid (as I have before obſerv'd) of my Lotd 


Chancellor Clarendon, that: he had too much Le- 
e vity in his Wit t, and that he did not always ob- 
ſerve the Decorum of his Poſt.” Which implies 
not only his Approbation of Drollery i in the moſt 
Save Buſineſs, but alſo his great Knowledge of 
Mankind, by applying to them in that Way; which 
he knew from Experience, and eſpecially from the 
common droiling Converſation in the Court of 
King Charles the Second, would recommend him to 


the World much more than an inipartial Adminiſtra- 


tion of Fulſſteds* which i s leſs. felt, leſs underſtood, 


7,4 MN Ward's Life of Dr. [Ewa More 120. | Ib 1 
* gte the ſeveral Lives of h . . oo mr 4 1 
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And leſs taken notice of and applauded, than a Piece 
of Wit ; which is generally ſuppos'd to imply in it 
a great deal of Knowledge, and a Capacity fit for any 

du . SI IE. 20793 

57H M. Mhiſton , a famous Perſon among us, ſets up 
for great Gravity, and propoſes a Scheme of Gra- 
vity for the Direction of thoſe who write about 

Religion: He is for allowing Unbelizvers, ' nay 
for having them © invited by Authority to produce 
all the real or original Evidence they think they 
have diſcover'd againſt any Parts of the Bible; 
.<« againſt any Parts of the Jeroiſb and Chriſtian 

„ Religions, in order to their being fully weightd 

and conſider'd by all learned Men; provided at 

e the ſame time, that the whole be done gravely, 
© and ſeriouſly, without all Levity, Banter, and Ridi- 

« cule.” And yet this Man, having a handle given 

him by Biſhop Robinſon's Letter to the Clergy of his 

Dioceſs about New Doxologies borrow d from Old He- 

_reticks, takes the advantage of the Biſhop's (ſup- 

poſed) Ignorance, Dulneſs, Stupidity, and Contra- 

dition to himſelf, and writes and prints, like a Tom 
Brown or Swift, a moſt bantering and drolling Letter, 
under the ſneering Title of a Leiter of Thanks to the 

Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of London, for his 

late Letter, &c. whom, one would think, he ſhould 

not only have ſpar d, but have applauded for his 
profound Gravity, and carrying on the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion in a very remarkable manner, with the moſt 
conſummate dolemnity. But ſo ſtrong was the 'Temp- 
tation, ſo naturally productive of Mirth was the 

Biſhop's Cauſe, and his grave Management thereof, 

as that he could not help laughing at the Biſhop, by 

himſelf; and ſo was led on mechanically to write in 
that Humour, and to publiſn what he wrote, and 


Collection of authentic Records, Vol, II. p. 109. 
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afitriaiild to defend his drole Manner * of attacking ; 
the Biſhop, againſt thoſe who took offence at that | 
Manner of „„ 


XII. The burning Pipiſts themſelves are not al- 
ways ſerious with us : They treat the Church and its 
Defenders as fanatical, and, laugh at them as ſuch, 


juſt as the Church does the Diſſenters, and have 
their elaborate Works of Drollery againſt their Ad- 


=» a 


verſaries. They publiſh'd a Poem againſt the Re- 


formation, juſt before the Death of Queen Anne, 


which was deſign'd to have given ſuch a Stroke to the 

Proteſtant Religion among us, under the new pro- 
jected Revolution, as Hudibras did to Puritaniſm after 

the Reſtoration. The Popiſh Editor, in the Preface to 
the ſaid Poem, ſays, * that the Motive of the Author 
« (Thomas Ward) for publiſhing the Hiſtory of the 

_ *© Reformation in a Burleſque Style (tho a Hiſtory full 
of melancholy Incidents, which have diſtracted 

A the Nation, even beyond the hope of recovery, 


« after ſo much Blood drawn from all its Veins, 
« and from its Head) was that which he met with 
in Sir Roger L Eſtrange's Preface to the ſecond 
Part of his Cit and Bumkin, expreſs d in theſe 


he 


00 


« Words; Tho this way of fooling is not my Talent, 
„ Indlination z yet I bave great Authorities for 
« the taking up this Humour, in regard not only of 


« thy 1 0 but of the Age we live in; which is 


on We muc 


upon the Drole, that hardly any thing elſe 


« bill down with it + 


And the ingenious Proteſtant Editor of chis : 


Poem at London, which he allows to have ſome 


Wit in it, concludes the Remarks he makes upon 
it, by ſay ing, One thing more we can't forbear 
wn e at, that a Retaliation would be as happy 


3 Second Letter to the Biſhop of Cooks 7. * wn 
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* A Thought as could enter into the Head of a Man 
of Genius and Spirit. What a fruitful Harveſt 
„ would the Legends, Tricks, \ wi # Jugglings, 
* Convents, and Nunneries, yield to a good Poet? 
& Buchanan in his Franciſcani, and Oldham in his 
« GSatires on the Jeſt 
* and we heartily wiſh ſome equal Pen would 
« write the whole Myſtery of Iniquity at length.” 


XIII. All the old Puritan Preachers, who were 
originally Divines of the Church of England, ſprink- 
| led and ſeaſon'd their Sermons with. a great many 
 drolling Sayings againſt Libertini/m and Vice, and a- 


are reported and handed down to us in Books and 
Converſation, as are alſo, the Effects of thoſe Say- 
ings, which we are told converted many to Chriſt 


e Jeſuits, have open'd the Way, * 
= 


on the Spot, or in the. Inſtant of Delivery. Nor is 


that manner wholly laid aſide, but has continued to 
be kept alive by ſome Hands at all times; who 
have been greatly follow'd for their Succeſs in drol- | 
ling upon Sers, and treating of Religion in hu- 


mourſom and fantaſtical Phraſes, and fixing that 


— —* : 


way of Religion in ſome Mens Minds. 


, * 


N * 


I do not remember to have met with a more 
complete Drole in the Church of England, or in any 
other of the laughing or ridiculing Sects, than Andrew 
Marvel of the grave Puritan Sect, in many Works 
of his both in Proſe and Verſe, but eſpecially in his 
Rebearſal Tranſproſed; which tho writ againſt 
| Parker, who with great Eloquence, Learning, and 
a Torrent of Drollery and Satire, had defended the 
Court and Church's Cauſe, in aſſerting the Neceſſity 
of Penal Laws againſt the Nonconformiſts, . ** was 
read from the King down to the Tradeſman with 
great pleaſure, on account of that 'Burleſque 
Strain and lively Drollery that ran, thro? it,“ 
| e as 


| (53 þ ) 


as Biſhop Burnet tells us *. Nor were the graveſt 


Puritans and Diſſenters among us lefs taken and 
pleas'd with his Writings for their Drollery, than 


our drole King; tho there are ſome Paſſages in them, 


which ſhould give juſt Offence. to chaſte Ears. 


I find alſo, that the Puritans and Diſſenters have 
always born with, | and .allow'd f of, a gr cat Mix- 
ture of Drollery in their Sermons, that one 

would think ſhould offend their Gravity, and pious 


Ears; and that they applaud their Miniſters for ſuch 
their D 


| iſcourſes, as much as the Chur ch dos Dr. 
South for the Ribaldry prinkled I te” 
1 


mons about the moſt high Points in Divinity. 
They have always had ſome eminent Divines a- 


mong them who have been remarkable for ſuch 


1 
5 ; 1 


| among other. things ſaid in behalf of | Bunyar's 
Pilgrim's Progreſs, upon the reprinting it lately by. 


Ly 


Paſſages and Reflections: And theſe have never 
leflen'd their number of Auditors, nor drawn upon 
themſelves the Character of 1rreligious but have 


had the largeſt Auditories of 1 Hearers, 
| as well as of Churchmen, who came to imile, and 


have been eſteem'd very pious Men. 


In fine, the Puritans and Diſſenters have, Uke the 
Church, their Taſte of Humour, Irony, and Ri- 


dicule, which they 8 with great Zeal, as a 


Means to ſerve Religion: And I remember, that, 


Subſcription ix ra affirm'd, and that, in my Opi- 
nion, truly, „ that it had infinitely out-done The 


Lale of a Tub, which perhaps had not made one 
Convert to Infidelity, whereas the Pilgrim's Pro- 
* g7/5 had converted many Sinners to Chrift, 


XIV. The Quakers are certainly the moſt ſerious == 
and ſolemn People among us in Matters of Religi- 


+» * 
z * * ** e 


* Hiſtory, | p. 260. 
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(54) 
on, and out-go the Diſſenters of all other Kinds 
= therein: Bur yet the Church has no regard to them 
BB on that Account, but takes Advantage from thence 
1 to ridicule them the more, and to call their Since- 


[| rity more in queſtion. And I much doubt whether 
ﬀ there was ever a Book written againſt them by the 
| Divines of any Sect with perfect Decency, and that 


had not its extravagant Flouts, Scorn, Banter, and 
Irony, and that not only of the laughing, but of 
the cruel kind: Wherein they copy'd after the Jes 


) 


: — + =... by » a 4 tt ue + 
— 1 * — IIS 7 p 
ND OD EL I TEES 
* „ % 


of old, who while they proſecuted Chriſt to Death, 
138 and carried on theif High-Church Tragedy againſt 
in him, acted againft him the comic Scenes ® © of 
d ſpitting in his Face, and buffeting him with the 
| | | Palms of their Hands, ſaying, Propheſy unto us, 


1 thou Chriſt, who is he that ſinote thes;“ and who, 
is wbhen they had nail'd him to the Croſs,” reviPd him 

N with divers Taunts, in which the Chief Prieſts, 
| | Scribes, Elders, and even the Thieves, which were 
[ = cruciſed with him, concurr'd. But yet for all this, 
x | theſe ſolemn Quakers themſelves are not altogether 
is auverſe to Irony and Ridicule, and uſe it when they 
| can. Their Bopks abound in Stories to ridicule in 
. . their Turn the Prieſts, their great and bitter Ad- 
= verſaries: And they pleaſe themſelves with throwing 
= at the Prieſts the Centuries of ſcandalous Miniſters, 
. and the Books of the Cobler of Gloceſter. They 
3M 5 have alſo their Satiriſt and Banterer, Samuel Fiſher ; 
=_ whoſe Works, tho all wrote in the drolling Style and 
. Manner, they pride themſelves in, and have collected 
Wu into one great Volume in Folio; in which Quaker- 
So Wit and Irony are ſet yp againſt Church, Preſbyte- 
| | e rian, and Independent Wit and Irony, without the 
leaſt Scruple of the lawfulneſs of ſuch Arms. In a 


if word, their Author act the Part of a Jack Pudding 


5 ami 6p, 68. 
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Mary Audret, or Buffoon, with all the ſeeming 
Right, Authority, and Privilege, of the Member 
of ſome Eſtabliſh'd Church of abuſing all the 
World but themſelves. The 2yakers have alſo 
encourag'd and publiſn'd a moſt arch Book of the 


famous Henry Stubbe, intitled, A Light ſhining out 


ef Darkneſs, &c. Wherein all the other religious 
Parties among us are as handſomly and learnedly 
banter'd and ridicuPd, as the 2yakers have been in 
any Book againſt them. And when they were at- 
tack'd by one Samuel Young, a whimſical Preſbyte- 
rian- Buffoon-Divine, who call'd himſelf Trepidan- 
tium Malleus, and ſet up for an Imitator of Mr. Alſop, 
in ſeveral Pamphlets full of Stories, Repartees, and 
Ironies; in which Jung, perhaps, thought himſelf 
as ſecure from a Return of the like kind, as a 
Ruffian or Thief may when he aſſaults Men: His 
Attacks were repell'd in a Book intitled . Tei: 
C dantium Malleus intrepidunter malleatus; or the 
W]Weſt Country Wiſeaker's crack · brain'd Reprimand 
hammer'd about his oπn Numbſcul. Being a Joco- 
4 ſatiricul Return to a late Tale of a Tub, mitted 
© by a reverend Non. con, at preſent reſiding” not far 
from Bedlam,” ſaid to be written by William Penn, 
who has therein made uſe of the carnal Weapons 
of Irony and Banter, and dreſs'd out the Preſbyte- 
rian Prieſt in a Fool's Coat, for a Spectacle to the 
Mob. It is alſo to be obſervꝰd, that there are ſeveral 
Tracts in the two Volumes of William Penny's Works 
lately publiſh'd, that for ingenious Banter and Irony, 
are much ſuperior to the Prieſts his Adverſaries; and 
chat other Quaker Authors ne to write fome- 
times in a * nene Style. | 5 
| vo. £20 13 206 Nad Fg 
XV. The Jacobite Clergy. have. ſet up fog great 
Droles upon all the true Frignds of the Eſtabli inan. 
: "mM ' Elwood's K or of bis own Life, &. p. 318. „ 
ante * And 
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And I preſume, the Body of our High Cliurchmen 
would not willingly deprive them of the Benefit of 


their Drollery, . 


The celebrated Mr. Collier * a tut Biſhop 


Burridh, for his Ess ay on ibe Memory of Queen Mary: 
This Doctor, you know, is a Man of mighty La- 


titude, and can lay any thing to ſerve a Turn; 


_ </ whoſe! Reverence reſolves Caſes of Conſcience 
* backwards and forwards, diſputes: pro and can, 
<« praiſes and diſpraiſes by ſecular Meaſures; with 
hom Virtue and View paſſive Obedience and 
Rebellion, Parricide and filial Duty, om 9 
and. Faithfulneſs, and all the Contradictions in 
Nature, are the beſt and worſt things under the =; 
* Sun, as they are for his Purpoſe, and according 
as the Wind ſits: who equally and indifferenty 


« writes for and tall Men, the Goſpel, and him- 


< ſelf too, as the World goes: who can beftow a 
* Panegyrick upon the ſeven deadly Sins, and (if 
there be occaſion) can make an Invecuye againſt 
C all the Commandments.m— - apt 53, 


In relation to Dr. Payne's Sermon on the Death 


that Nucen, he ſays f, i that to go thro!it: is too 
great a Diſcipline for any Man, whoſe Palate 
« math ever reliſh'd any thing above! three balf- 
penny Poetry.“ He adds, Why, Sir, many Vears 
„ ago I have heard ſome of it ſung about the 
* Streets in wretched and nauſeous Doggrel. What 
« think you of this ? Page 6. I Kno ug bow to ' 
t draw ber Picture, tis ſo all over beaiiteous; with. 
* out any Foil, any Shade, ' any Blemiſh; ſo perfett in 
c every "Feature, ſo accompliſbd in every Part, fo. 
08 4 d with every Perfection and every Grace. 


« Orare, Sir! here $ Fl ans Haris * Gil 


. lian q C. We L 


Remarks on ſome late enen, ke. 7. 3. 


e RO 
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85 be every part, Oc. 
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& «Fi is no wonder he tells us, ( 2 J ) * an her 
2 with the Flawers of withered and decay d Poetry; for 
1 Song out of which he hath tranſcrib d his Ser- 
., anon, is of very. great age, and hath been ſung 
| ' © armay a Whitjun-Ale, and many a Wedding (tho 
7 « IJ believe never at a Funeral before) and there- 
< fore in all this time may well be decay'd and 
wvither : In the mean time, if you were to 
„ draw the Picture of a great Princeſs, I fanſy 
you would not make = of Mopſa to fit to 
« it. Alas! Sir, there was Cafſandra and Clæopa- 
« tra, and many a famed Romance more, which 
„ might have furniſh'd him with handſome. Cha- 
\ | _ *, rafters, and yet he muſt needs be preaching and 
i inftrulling his People out of Hey down derry, and 
e the fair Maid of Kent. If he had intitled ut, 
« The White-Chapel Ballad, and got ſame body 
60 to ſet it to the Tune of Amarylli, compos'd. by 
« W. P. Song ſter, the Character of the Author, 
<« the Title, and the Matter, would have very well 
«« agreed, and perhaps it might have paſſed at the 
Corners of che Streets; but to call it a Sermon, 
5. and by V. P. Doctor in Divinity, o of; the 
leudeſt things in the World. —” 
.-, Mr, Leſtey attacks the Clergy, who pray'd « 1 har 
Cod would give King James Victory over all his 
4 Enemies *, when — was the thing they leaſt 
wiſh'd; and confeſs' d, that they labour'd Kf they 
« | could. againſt it,“ faying, 6 * God! What 
Apprehenſions, what Thought had thoſe Men 
of their publick Prayers 3 RENE Che A. 
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* mighty, and mocking him to his Face, who heard 
their Words, and ſaw their Hearts? Is not 


5 


| * 


Atheiſm a ſmaller Sin than this, ſince it is better 
© to have no God, than ſo to ſet Pose 10 laugh 
n 1 

Again be a 7 123) * It is a Wore Jeſt, 
that the common People have got up againſt the 
Clergy, that there was but one thing formerly 
which the Parliament could not do, that 1 is, to 
make a Man a Woman : But now there is an- 

* other, that 1s, to make an 28 ware me Cler- 
"CV ORE Re? 521177080 2 
The ſame Author Anil Biſhop Burner 8 Goecb ; 

upon the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity, by a Pamph- 
let intitled, The Biſhop of Salisbury*s proper Defence 
from a Speech cry'd about the Streets in his Name, and 
aid to have been ſpoken by him in the Houſe of Lordsup- 
on the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity; which is orie 
perpetual Irony on the Biſhop, and gives the Au- 
thor occaſion to throw all manner of Satire and 
Abuſe on the Biſhop. The beginning of this 
Pamphlet, which is as follows, will let the Reader 
Into the full Knowledge of the Deſign of the rony, 
and the manner of Execution. 
The Licenſe of this Age and gf the Preſs is 
4 ſo great, that no Rank or Quality of Men is 
free from the Inſults of pes and extravagant 
"66 Wits, : P | 
„The good Biſhop of Salichury his had a plen- 
< tiful Share in this ſort. of Treatment: And now 
at laſt, ſome or other has preſum'd to burleſque 
: $61 his Lordſhip i in printing a Speech for him, which 
«© none that knows Has: Lordſhip can believe ever 
* came from hin. 
But becauſe it may go down with dihts who 
* are too apt to take Slander upon truſt, and that 
* 9 Lardthhp has 5 been Pelted wich 98 
« ral 


[4 


* 


4 
Cc 


4 
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de ral Anſwers to his Speech, I have preſum'd to 


offer the following Conſiderations, to clear his 


<« Lordſhip from the Suſpicion of having vented 


« (in Fav es an auguſt Aſſembl y) thoſe crude. and 
3» undigeſted Matters which are ſet forth in that 


E Speech, and which ſo highly reflect on his Lord- 
Keen 


He has taken the fame Method of Irony to at- 


tack the ſaid Biſhop for his Speech on the Trial of 


Sacheverel, and for a Sermon, under this Title, The 
« Good Old Cauſe, or Lying in Truth ; being a 


Second Defence of the Lord Biſhop of Sarum 


from a Second Speech, and alſo the Diſſection 


of a Sermon it is ſaid his Lordſhip preach'd in 
the Cathedral Church of Salisbury.“ And this 


Pamphlet, Which is alſo a continued Danger be- 


* thus. 


No Man bas more N than this good 


= « Biſhop, and no Man has been more perſecuted 
by various Ways and Means than his Lordſhip, 
. eyento mobbing! But the uglieſt and moſt ma- 
„ licious of all theſe Arts, is that of putting falſe 
Things upon him; to write ſcandalous, ſeditious, 
and ſenſeleſs ale we: and to affix his Lordſhip's 
Name! I was forc'd ſome Vears ago to vindi- 
« cate his Lordſhip's Reputation from one of this 


« ſort : That Speech had a Bookſeller's Name to 
« it of good figure, and look'd ſomething like; 
“but this Speech (ſaid likewiſe to be ſpoken in the 


_ © Houſe of Lords) has no body to own it, and has 
« all the Marks of Grub. But the naſty Phiz is 


nothing to the inſide. That Aer che Man; 
the Heart is falſe,” 8 oh 


This fame Author has 3 fi t to attack Mr. 
agdley ( ſince a — in the * of Banter: His 


20 
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Beſt Anſwer ever Was made, - to which no Anfwer 


Toll ever be made, is by his own Confeſſion a Farce; 


when he ſays in his Preface, If you aſk why treat 

this Subject by way of farce, and new. a little 
« Merriment ſometimes ? it was becauſe the Foun- 
dation you ftand upon is not only falſe but ridi- 


* culous, and ought to be treated with the mt 


« «© Contempt.” 
Again, in his “ Fj ni ging Stroke. in  defente F 

&*' his Rehearſals, Beſt Aides and Beft of all,” he 

gives us (p. 125.) what he calls, A Battle-Ro al 
between three Cocks of the Game, Higden, 


© Hoadley, and a Hortentot; which in the Contents 


he calls A Farce, and to which he joins both a 
Prologne and Epilogue, and divers other Particu- 
Jars, all taken from the Play-bouſe. © 
The Reverend Mr. Matthias Earbery ſets u 5 
eat Satiriſt and Prole upon the ſwearing and Low- 


Church Clergy, in numerous Pamphlets of late, 
more particularly in his “ Serious Admonition ta 
« Dy, Kennet : To which is added, a ſhort but com- 
Spie Afſwer to Mr. Marſhal's late Treatiſe 
called, A Defence of our Conftitution in Church 


« and State; and a Parallel is drawn between him 


and Dr: Kennet, for the 8 Satisfaction of the unpre- 


&* judic'd Reader. ” 
e has a bantering Argument * to ſhew, that, 


4 «If in future Ages Mr. Mar/hal*'s Book ſhould 
i eſcape the juſt Judgment it ro Bigg of being 
. «: condernn'd, to the Paſtry-Cooks and Grocers, an 


induſtrious "Crondogt- might make an Ob- | 


_— 4 to roye 75 too young to write it. 


The Pofallet is in Pay, 126. which being very 


| groſs Raillery, I We ef YT to it. 


= 
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This Mr. Earbery. alſo. wrote a-Letter to Biſhop 
Fleetwood, under the Title of © A Letter to the 
_ «. Biſhop of Eh, upon the Occaſion of his ſuppas'd 
& late Charge, faid to be deliver'd at nov ne. 
3 « Auguſt 7, 1716, Sc., in which he purſues the 
 Ironical N laid down in the ſaid Title, and 
endeavours to vindicate his Lordſhip from the Alper 2 
ion of writing ſuch a mean Pamphlet, as the Charge. 
Nor do theſe Jacobites confine their Drollery to 
_ their Adverſaries without, but exerciſe it on one a- 
nother, as may be ſeen in their late Diſpute about 
EKing Edward the Sixth's Liturgy. And "Mr. Leſley 
| himſelf, happening to engage on the ſide oppoſite 
Ons to the Traditions of the Fathers, and attacking 
N thoſe Traditions by Low-Church Notions and ; 
guments, and thereby running counter to all. his 
5 ED Books, is attack d juſt in the ſame manner 
he attack'd Biſhop Burnet, in a Book under this 
Title, Mr. Leſ/ley's Defence, from ſome erroneous 
and dangerous Principles, advanced in a Letter 
« ſaid to have been written concerning the Nome 
_ © Separation.” And it has ſeyeral Paragraphs at 
the beginning in the very words of one of Mr. Mr. Leſs 
 ley's Books . che ſaid en as N De "Fn 
. X "0M Compariſon. 


1 Chrift-Church i in Oat is no 120 8 
for the Drolling, than for the Orthodox Spirit reign- 
ing there; an che former, being judged an excel. 
| lone Method to ſupport the latter, is cultivated, a- 

mong the Youth, and 1 by the Members 
of that Society againſt all the ſuppoſed Adverſaries 
of the Church, and Lee by the governing 
Eccleſiaſticks chere and elſewThere. 

Among the many, who have receiy d their Edu- 
cation there, and been form'd in Drollery, I will 
_ inſtance in the Reverend Dr. ae Id De. 7 

rer hl out ; : 


1 


„ 
| South; who being as famous for Drollery as for 
Zeal* for Religion, and applauded for their Vit no 
leſs than for their Orthodoxy ; and particularly for 
imploying the former in behalf of the latter, ſeem 
of ſufficient Weight to bear down all Attempts to 
ſtifle their Productions. What Conſiderations can 
make us amends for the Loſs of ſuch excellent drol- 
ling Writings, which promote Religion as well as 
With what incomparable Mockery, Ridicule and 
Sarcaſm does Dr. Atterbury treat all the Low-Church 
_ Clergy that come in his way, together with the 
Whig Miniſtry and Adminiſtration in his ſeveral 
Convocational Traci? Dr. Wake, our preſent Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, is repreſented by him as wri- 
ting ſo contumelionſly * of the Clergy, that had he noi 
inform'd us in his Title Page who he was, we ſhould 
rather have gueſs d him to have been of the Cabal a- 
gainſt Prieſts and Prieſtcraft, than one of the Order; 
and as wholly govern'd by + Intereſt in the Debate, 
and as giving us a moſt + ſhallow empty Performance 
in relation to our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, which 
he || has done his beſt to undermine, as knowing him- 
ſelf to be in the wrong; and as deſerving any Name 
or Cenſure, none being too bad to be beſtow?d on 
him; and in fine, as the leaſt of the litile officious 
Pens by which be expetts to be traqucd, 
Dr. Bentley is repreſented as wrote out of Reputation 
into Preferment ; which, whether it be a more ſe- 
vere Sarcaſm on the Doctor, than on the Govern- 
ment, is hard to determine ; and beſides, it gives 
Applauſe to one of the moſt drolling and 7 0 
Performances that this drolling Age has produc'd, 
I mean Dr. Bentley's Diſſertations on the Epiſtles o 
Phalaris, and the Fables of Aſop, examin d. 


„ Preface, p. 14. Pag. 11. 24 f Pag. 1. 
| Pag. 4s 1 I, 12 13; 19. Biſhop 
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- Biſhop Burnet is a ſtanding Subject of Ridicule 


with him; as are Biſhop Nicholſon, Biſhop Kennet, 
Biſhop Gibſon, Biſhop Trimnel [to whom he writes a 
moſt drolling Letter] and Dr. Weſt; and all the 
Topicks that can affect them as Scholars, as ho- 
neſt Men, and Clergymen, are imploy'd to render 
them ridiculons, and ſet the World a laughing at 
them, who are not in the leaſt ſpar'd for their be- 
ing of the oP Order; but on the contrary ſeem 
more loaded and baited” with Sarcal ms for chat 


realons 


Synods and Parliamentary Convocations, &c. to the 


* of * which Banter runs thus f. 


May it pleaſe your Grace,” 5 


« Mr, Atterbury has lately forc 4 a Dedication #5 
upon you, which ſavours too much of Preſump- 


tion or Deſign; he has preſum'd to ſurprize you 
with an unexpected Addreſs, and appears very 


taken no care to expreſs upon this Subject a due 
<<'Reſpe& and Reverence to the Governors in 


«Church and State, ſuch as is ſuitable to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and his particular Function: The 


„Reports and Authorities in his Book are Fruits of 
other Mens Collections, not the immediate Ef- 
fects of his own Searches into Regiſters and Re- 
cord; he imperiouſly ſummons your Grace and 
my Lords the Biſhops to an immediate Compli- 
ance upon pain of being pronounc'd Betrayers of 
the Church ——This, my Lord, is the Character 
of the Perſon 7 /zt up againſt but as for me, * 


Pac 
c 


6c 


9 Apibdit'lo Philfvinentary Original, ce. p. 14. 


1 Some Ramen on the Temper of ſome late 2 & c. 
2. 33. | 


am 


For a Selen, whe his Banter, or Burleſque 
upon Biſhop Kennet's Dedication of his Eccleſiaſtical 


indecently 2 your Grace, becauſe he has 
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« am quite another. ſort of Man, I am very well 
* bred, a great Antiquary, beholden to no 
c ſome "Wits and merry Folks call me a Tool and E 
"> Play-thing (Pref. p. 50 But I aſſure your Grace, 
2 that what Freedom ſoever I may have taken in 
e taxing the Vices of the inferior Clergy, (p. 77. 
46 N * and in reflecting upon the amhitious Defigns 
$. * Presbyters (p. 196.) 5 yet Jam hatever 
1 m_ and dutiful in — tha Governors of our 
Church (p. = , eſpecially /boſe:of them who: are 
« of the Feaſt aſtical Commiſſion for P Cons 
© (p-31t). I have a very great Reſpect and Re- 
* verence for every body that will give — 
thing; and how nodes ſoever Mr. F. 4 
. ony be, 2 Grace oye do what you * with 


— 2 * 2 = * 


Tour Graces moſt bumble. wa 
| | and obedient Servans | 1 
=_ ea wa hos WHITE KENNET. . 


But for Wulle; the Revere De. South e 
even Cbriſt- Churcb, and fills all his Performances 
with it, and throws it out againſt the Enemies of the 
Church, and in particular againſt the late Dr. Sher, 

Tock, whom he thought fit to ſingle out. I ſhall 
ſelect ſome Paſſages from his Writing gs ainſt ag 
5 ſaid Doctor, which cannot but entertain in che His 

Church Orthodox Reader, and reconcile W 2 | 
Drollery ſo well employ d. 3 
He f ſtiles him @ great good Man, as a certain Fad 

Wretch, meaning Prior, calls him 
Again, he ſays“, < There is hardly : any one A mY 
ki "= which he (that is Dr. SO. * et up- 
N 1 Preface to Animad, none * ro ieee eee 
8 « on, 
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on Popery Ws eds has wrote both for 


it and againſt it. Could any thing be more ſharp 


and bitter 


to own that they were of the ſame Principles in 
88 that they were of in 85 but the Truth 1 is, old 


Friendſhips cannot be ſo eaſily forgot: And it has 
been an Obſervation made by ſome, that hardly 
can any one be found, who was firſt tainted with 
4 a Conventicle, whom a Cathedral could ever after 

FL « cure, but that ſtill upon every croſs turn of Af. 


fairs againſt the Church, the irreſiſtible Magne- 


ftiſm of the Good Old Cauſe (as ſome ſtill think it) 
would quickly draw him out of the Good Old Way. 
The Fable tells us of a Cat once turn'd into a 
Moman, but the next ſight of a Mouſe quickly 
„ diſſolvd the Metamorpboſis, caſhier'd the Wd- 


„ man, and reſtor'd the Brute. And ſome Virtuoſi 


« (ſkilld in the uſeful. Philoſophy of Alterations) | 


4 have thought her much a Gainer by the latter 
Change, there being ſo many 


4 advantageous to walk upright, as co'be able 10 fall 


« always upon one's Leg.. ? 416625" 
Again, Dr. South ſays *, © When Ltonſider bow 
4 wonderfully pleas'd the Man is with theſe two 
new Fee Terms (Self-conſciouſneſs and mutual 
4 © COR ſo high in Sound and ſo empty of 
64 Senſe, inſtead of one ſubſtantial word Om 


e Animad: þ. 114. 


againſt the Diſſenters than what this 
„Man wrote in his Anſtoer to the Proteſtant Re- 
conciler; and yet how frankly, or rather fulſomly 
does he open both his Arms to embrace them in 
his Sermon preach'd before the Lord Mayor on 
November 4, 1688. Tho I dare fay, that the 
Diſſenters themſelves are of that Conſtancy, as 


unlucky Turns in 
„ the World, in which it is not half ſo ſafe and 
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« lain, eaſy and intelligible, and to 


was 


0669 


er }: which gives us; all that can be Pfetended 


« ef in them, with vaſt Overplus and Advan- 
© tage, and even ſwallows them up, as Mo/es's Rod 
e did thoſe pitiful Tools of the Magicians: This 


(I ſay) — to my mind (whether I will or no) 


A certain Story of a grave Perſon, who riding, 
sin the Road with his Servant, and finding himſelf 

©: ſomething uneaſy! in his Saddle, beſpoke. his Ser 
0 vant thus: Jobn (ſays he) alight, and firſt tate off 


the Sadllle that is upon my Horſe, and tben tate off 
the Saddle that is upon your Horſe; and-when yo 


hae done this, put the Sdddle that was upon my 
Horſe, upon your Horſe's and put the: Saddle that 
166 * as upon your Horſe," upun my Horſe. Whereup- 


on the Man, who had not ſtudied the Philoſo- 
He of Saddles (whether Ambling or Trotting) ſo 


40 exactly as his Maſter, replies ſomething ſfiort upon 


t him; Lord, Maſter, dubat need all on words ? 


'ﬆ Cauld + you not A. have ſaid, Let us change Sad- 


edles? Mg I muſt confeſs, I think' the Servant 
3 tho the Maſter having Aa 


* was much in the right 
i rational. Head of his own, and being withal wil- 
<<. ling to make the Notian-of changing Saddles more 


. Explication of that word (which his Forefathers, 
6 how good Horſamen ſbęever they might have 


16, been, yet were not equally bappy it explaining of) 
pleas d to ſet it forth by chat more full and 


accurate Circumlocution,? - nd BOAT EU 
Woes He fays®, 
Grecian'in-his:Heartl' Hnd the tenth Chapter of the 


 Animadver ſions is one continued Banter upon the 


Dean for his Ignorance in Creek and Latin, and 
even his * to — | * Which he a 


mY 


1 Ibid, 2 33% | | "442 Kimm! 


* 


ay 4 With 


give aiclearer 


' The Aut bor, Dr. Sherlock Fr abr a . 


« Elo Kay os. C 


« vantage that the Dean bas 
. nan, unlels it be, that the Dean thinks =_— 


bete Goll will be too hard for their . 


it muſt be confel d, 195 
teret alſo of Dr. South arid his BIA yon; the 
Dri ſays, Theſe, with ſeveral more of the like 
A» * Gravel-Lane Elegancies, are all of them ſuch 

bdecullar Strictures of the Deat's Genius, that 


<C 9 53 )' | 
ng, That St. Paul's Sthodl is certainly 
elle ba scho and St. Paul's Church a moſt 


* Hobi Church; and therefore he thinks that he 
8 . his Courſe very progently, and happily 


too; wo in his Paſſage ”o ſuch a a baue, 


Again, he ſays 5, C He eannot ſee 


Aſter citing ſeveral Scurfilities of the Dean an vhs 
is therein a 


e might very well ſpare his Name, where he 


« « hat made irnfelf ſo Well known by his Mark; 
_ © forall the foregoing Oyſter -Wioe-Kennel-Rhetorick 
<< ſeems 71>: abu to flow from him, who had 


been ſo long Rector of St. Botolpb ( with the well- 


_ ſpoken Billingſgate x under FisCare) that (as much a 
* Teather as he was) it may well be queſtion'd, 
4 -whether he has learn'd'moxefrom his Pariſh, than 
his Parim from him. All fivours of the Porter, 
the Carman, and the Waterman; and a pleaſant 
Scene it mut be to ſee the Maſter of the Tem- 


—_— about kim I the Language of che 5 


Totte Dear Seoff that this Argument, Sc. was 
| Sith its wei bt in Gold, thy the Dean fears it will 
the Bu per, die Doctor replies, b, What 
« 5s that to him? Let him mind his own Markets, 
0 who never writes to enrich * Buyer but the Sel- 


not mich e; 


* Idid, 5 b 


1 Tri . 5 4 3. a + 1b. p. 105 
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” ler; and that Seller is himſelf : and- abet he is 

« ſo, well is it for his Books and his Bookſel- 

„ler too, rhat Men generally buy before 158 

cc read. | 
In rec vital of the Tairellous Cheruder ar 


ingenious Blunderer, Dr. South ſays *, Q He muſt: are 
_ « return upon him the juſt Charge. of an impious 
% Blaſpbeiner, and that upon more Accounts than 
one; telling him withal, that had he liv'd in the 


ce former Times of the Church, his Gown would 
<« have been ſtript off his Back for his deteſtable 


„ Blaſphemies and Hereſies, and ſome other Place 
e found out for him to perch in than the Top of 
St. Paul's, where at preſent he is placed like a true 
e Church Weather-Cock, (as he is) notable for 


6 nothing ſo much, as handing bigs. and e 


„ round. 


Again, Py Bey 60 And ſo Itake my 14 55 of the 


« Dean's three diftin# infinite Minds, Spirits or Sub- 
* Rances, that is to ſay, of his three Gods: 3 and having 


done this, methinks[ ſee, him go whimpering 
away with his Finger in in his Eye, and the Com- 

« plaint of Micah in his Mou th, Ze have taken. away 
my Gods which I made, and what, have more t? 


* Tho he muſt confels, he. cannot; tell Why he 


t 


ſhould be fo fond of them, ſince he dares under- 
« take that he will never, be able to bring the 


« Chriſtian World either to believe in, or to wor- 
'C 
8 


* ſhip a Tri Kang of Gods : Nor does he ſee. what 
z uſe they are likely to be of, even to himſelf, un- 


< leſs peradventure to ſwear b 1. 


Agen, che Doctor fays g, © The Dean's follow- 


ing Inſtruction to his Friend is certainly very di- 


* * verting, in theſe words, where the Animadverter 


+ Judg. . 24 


ring boy i 


* Ibid. p. 170. 5 4 Ibid: 281, 
s Ib. He 265. 8 * 


"6s « charges 


f 


5 


the 
„ ſhall be ſure of a more plentiful Supply.“ 


4 90 


charges the Dean with Abſurdities and Contra- 
4 dictions; turn to the Place and read it with its 
4 Context, and tell me what you cannot anſwer, 
and I will; to which he would have done well to 
have added, f I can. But the whole Paſſage is 
* juſt as if he had ſaid, Sir, if you find not Con- 
tradictions and Abſurdities enough in my Book to 


« ſatisf your Curioſity that way, pray come to 
k ountain-head, 2 A conſult me, and you 


Again, upon the Dean's © Frequent reproach- 7 


4 ing the * Animadverter with the Character of a 
«© Wi, tho join'd with ſuch ill- favour'd Epithets, 


- = his witleſs Malice has thought fit to degrade it 


with, as that he is a ſpiteful Wit, a wrangling 

„Mit, a ſatirical Wit, and the Wir rv, ſubtle, 
UG good-natur'd Animadverter, Sc. the Dr. ſays, 
that tho there be but little Vit ſhewn in ma- 
king ſuch Charges; yet if Wit be a Reproach (be 
it of what ſort it will) the Animadverter is too ju/t 


4 co return this Reproach upon the Defender; and 


„ withal, underſtands himſelf, and what becomes 


him, too well, either to afſume to himſelf, or 


„ fo much as to admit the Character of a Wit, as 


Lat all due to him; eſpecially ſince he knows that 


* common Senſe (a thin g much ſhort of Wit) is enough 


to enable him to deal with ſuch an Adverſary. 
' © Nevertheleſs, there are many in the World, who 


are both call'd and accounted Wits, and really 4 
<« are ſo; which (one would think) ſhould derive 


19 ſomething of Credit upon this Qualification, 
even in the Eſteem of this Author himſelf, or at 


** leaſt rebate the Edge of his Invectives againſt i it, 
< conſidering that it P have pleas'd God o 


I» have made him a Wit too. _— 


* Ibid. 7.299. 5 
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ves againſt the People. And J 
that ſuch Matters had much better be ſuffer'd: to go 
on in the World, and take their Courſe, than that 
Courts of Judicature ſhould be employ'd about. 
them, A Sentence that imply'd ſome Clergymen 
corrupt, as well as ſome Laymen, of whom Laud 
would only allow to have it ſaid, chat they had 


, ö 
8 9 1 ; 
5 5 ” . — . — 
(13 7 


XVII. As things now ſtand, it may eafily be 

ſeen, that Proſecutions for Raillery and 5 wou 
not be reliſh'd well by the Publick, and would pro- 

bably turn to the Diſreputation and Diſgrace of the 


Archbiſhop Land has always been much cenſur'd 


* 


for his malicious Proſecution of Williams in the Star-. 
Chamber; among whoſe Crimes 1 find the follow- 
ing laid to his Charge: * That be ſaid all Fleſh in 
England had corrupted their Mays; that he calPd 
E Book intitled, A Coal from the Altar (written by 
Dr. Hejliu, for placing the Communion-Table at 
_ the Falt-end of the Church, and railing, it in) 4 
Pamphlet; chat be ſeaffingly ſaid, that be had beard 


: ; | 


- 


of a Mother Church, but not of a Mother Chapel, 
meaning the King's, to which all Churches in Ceremony 
_ onght io conform; that he wickedly. jeſted on St. 
Martin's Hood ; that he ſaid the People ought not 10 


be laſt d by every body's Whip ; that be ſaid, (ci 
ting a National Council for it) that the People are 


God's and the King's, and not the Prieſt's People 3, and 
that he.doth not allow Prieſts to 757 and make Invec- 


corrupted tbeir M. aysz a Teſt upon St. Martims Hood, 


which, according to Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, cur'd 


ſore Eyes; and a Ridicule upon a High-ChurchBook 


of Heylims, by calling it a Pamphlet, tho it was 
really a Pamphlet, as conſiſting of bur ſeventy 


* Fuller's Church Hiſtory, Cent. 17. B. 11, Set. 897 Es- 
rag. IO, ö : , ; | Ros - uy, b | S315 a 
8. | 


Pages 


roy would 


humbly conceive, 


aan 
Pages in Quarto; ſeem leſs wicked and hurtful 
than diſturbing, fining, and undoing Men abour 
them. And the having ſome Concern for the 
People, that they ſhould . not be uſed as the 
Prieſt pleas'd; that the People belong to God and 
the King, and not to the Prieſt; and the not allows- 
ing the Prieſis to jeer and make Inveftives againſt 
\ 8 '' 7be People; ſeen all Errors fit to be born wit. 
Archbiſhop Laud was alſo thought guilty of an 
exceſſive Piece of Weakneſs in the Puniſhment of 
Archibald the King's Fool, by laying the Matter 
before the Privy-Council, and occaſioning him to 
be expelPd the King's Houſe. for a poor Jet upon 
himſelf z who, as he was a Man at the Head of 
the State, ſhould have deſpis*d ſuch a thing in any 
Body, much more in a Fool, and who ſhould never 
have been hurried on to bèe the Inftrument of any 
Motion againſt him, but have left it to othem; whi 
upon the leaſt Intimation would have been glad to 
make their court to Laud, by ſacrifieing a Foo! 
only to his Reſentment. nn: 


-> 


XVIII. I could have entertain'd the Reader. with 
a great Variety of Paſſages out of che Fathers 
of the Church, whoſe Writings are Magazines of 
Authority, and urg*d upon us upon all Occaſions by 
Ecclefiaſticks, and are particularly full of Burleſque 
and Ridicule on the of wy [Religion of the Pagan; 
in the uſe whereof they are much more unanimous, 
than in the Articles of their Creed. But that being 
a Subject too great and extenſive for a Digreſſion, 1 
mall content my ſelf with the few followingReflecti- 
ons; which will ſufficiently evince, that the 74% 
of the Primitive Chriſtians was like that of the et 
* Ruſuworth, Part II. Val. I. 5. 411. „ 
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of the World; that they could laugh and be as 
merry as the Greets and other Pagans; and that 
they would take the Advantage of the Pagans weak 

Cauſe, to introduce Nidicule, which always bears 
bard upon Weakneſs and Folly, and muſt load them 


ſoas to prevent a Poſſibility of their being remov'd 
by another Ridicule. 


Theſe Fathers have wrafaſeein into their Writings 


all the Wit and Raillery of the antient Pagan Writers 
and Philoſophers; who it is well known wrote a 
great deal to turn Pagani/m' into Ridicule; moſt of 
which now exiſts no where but in the Works of 
the Fathers; all Books of that kind bein * ex- 
cept Ciceros Books of the Nature of Gods, 
Divination, and the Dialogues of Lucian; both | 
which Authors have been of great uſe to the Fa- 
 thers'to ſet them up for Wits, Droles, and Satiriſts. 
For a 
Arole, and how much beholden we are to the Fa- 
ö thers. for recording their Drolleries, the moſt re- 


Specimen how well theſe antient Pagans could 


markable, I think, are ſome Fragments of a Book 


of Oemmaus concerning the Pagan Oracles, cited 
and preſery'd by * Euſebius; ho has given us oc 
caſion to f regret the loſs of this Work, as one of 


the moſt valuable Books written by the Antients on 
the Subject of Oracles, tho thoſe Books were very 


numerous. And it is to be obſerꝰd, that this Book 

and a great many, perhaps a || thouſand more, 
were publiſh'd in Greece, where the Impoſture of 
Oracles greatly prevaibd, and great Wealth flow'd in, 
not only to the Prieſts of the Oracular Temples, 

but to all the Inhabitants of Greece, and eſpecially to 
thoſe who lived in che Nee eee of the ſeveral 


* aß. Evang. 1. _ p- 209-234. 1 N 
"2 Fontenelle, Hiſtorie des Oracles, pi e. vii. 


Ora- 


and of 


which I ſhall give my Reader in Engli/ſs., 
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Oracular Temples ; who made a great Profit from 
the rich Travellers, that came from all Parts of 
the World to know their Fortunes. This ſhews 

the great Integrity and Fairneſs of the old Pagans; 

who would ſuffer not only their ſuppoſed ſtanding 
Revelation to be call'd in quſtion, but a Revelation 
that brought in as much Money, as the Chapels, 
Churches, and Shrines dedicated to the Bleſſed Vir- 


gin, or to any of the Saints, do in the Roman 


Church, without calling any Man to Account for 
the Liberties they took; who, as far as appears, 


were not expos'd ** to any Danger thereby. It is al- 


ſo to beobſery'd, that the merry ff Epicureans were 

none of them ever proſecuted, and that Epicurus him- 
ſelf died quietly at Athens in a very great old Age, 
But the Book, which the Fathers made the moſt - 
uſe of, was that arch, ſly, and drolling Perform- 
ance, now loſt, of Evemerus, which he intitled, 
A ſacred Hiſtory > wherein he gave an hiſtorical Ac- 
count of the Birth, Country, Lives, Deaths, and 
Burials. of the Gods, This Work was tranſlated 

into Latin, by that arch Wag Ennius, who himſelf * 
| has. moſt ingeniouſly ridicul d ſeveral Impoſtors or 


very grave Perſons, in a remarkable Piece of Poetry, 


I value not @ Ruſb the Marſian Augur, 


Nor Country-Fortune Tellers, nor Town-Star-Gazers, 


Mor jugling e nor yet Dream- Interpreters. 
For, noi by 8 8 
But ſuperſittious Prophets, Gueſſers impudent, 


Or idle Rogues, or craz*d, or mere ſtarving Beggars. 


ill or Art, are theſe Diviners ; 


„ They know no way themſelves, yet others would direct; 


Andcerave aGroat of thoſe, to whom they promiſeRiches: 
hence let them take the Groat,and give back all the reſt. 


F Baltus, Suite de la Reponſe a I'Hif, des Oracles, p. 2852 
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XIX. Wherefore I cannot but preſume, that an 
Attempt to make a Law to reſtrain Jony, &c. 
would . prove abortive, and that the Attempt 
would be deem'd the Effect of à very partial 
Conſideration of things, and of preſent Anger at 
a poor Jeſt; which Men are not able to bear them- 
ſelves, how much ſoever they abound in Jets, both 
of the /ight and cruel kind, on others: tho for 
my own. part I concur heartily with you in mating 
ſuch a Law, and in leaving it to a Perſon of your 

_ Equity. to draw it up, craving only the Liberty to 
Propoſe an Amendment or Addition, viz, that you 
would be pleas'd to inſert a Clauſe to prevent 
Irony, Ridicule, and Banter, from invading the Pul pit, 
and particularly to prevent pointing out Perſons of 
Men * from thence, | and reviling them, as alſo re- 
viling whole Bodies of Men: For whatever is im- 
moral in Print, is, in my Opinion, immoral in the 
Pulpit. Beſides, theſe things ſeem more improper 
in the Pulpit, than they can be in Print: becauſe 
no Repriſals can be made in the former, as in the 
latter Caſe; where they, or the Fear of them, may 
give ſome Check to the Diſorder, and reduce things 
to a tolerable Temper and Decency. If, in order 
to juſtify my Motion, it could be thought neceſſary 
or proper here to give a Detail of ridiculing and 
ironical Paſſages, taken from Sermons againſt par- 
ticular Men, and Bodies of Men, and their Doc- 
trines, you cannot but know how eaſy it would be 

to fill a Volume with chem, without going to 
Authors, who have © occaſionally. produc'd - abun- 

dance of them. And. I will only mention here a 

Paſſage in a Yolume of Sermons, juſt now publiſh'd, 
of a well known High Divine, the Reverend —4 
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Wilkam Reeves, made famous by his Tranſlation 
of ſome Apologies of the Primitive. Fathers, which 


gain' d him the, Applauſes of a great many High 


Nen, and particularly Hickes, - Dodwel, and Nel. 
ſon, &c. and a Recommendation from the laſt to 
the Queen, who in the latter end of her Reign made 
him Chaplain in Ordinary, and obtain d far * him a 
- conſiderable. 1 This Gentleman, at- 
racking Biſhop Haadleys Sermon. of The Kingdom of 
Chriſt, ſays *, * In theſe laſt Days we have been 


7 „ taught to be as indolent and unconcern'd as 


ſſible in the Service of God: A noted Novalliſt 
« « By, Hoadley] among many other odd Engines, 


„ hath invented, one, to pump out All Devotion 


c from Prayer, and make it a Vacuum Inſtead of 
„the old fervent, affectionate way of Worſhip- 
ping, he hath ſubſtituted a new idol, a Vanity, a 


Nothing of his own, a calm and undiſturb'd Ad- 


“ dreſs to God —— The Arrows and bitter Word 
„Mr. Hales hath levell'd againſt Rome only, our 


Right Reverend hath pointed 4-news and ſhot 


them full againſt the Church he ſuperintends, 


„ and with all the Force of inbred, fanatick Fury. 


And by this time ſurely it is well known, that 
he is a very warm anita) in N. but his 


7 : Prager. ons 


XX. 1 wt addrefling the foregoing ns 
to you, I could have addreſsd them to ſeveral 


others; Who of late have thought fit to recog- 


nie the Right of Men, to examine into, and judge 


for themſelves in all Matters of ſpeculation, and 


_ eſpecially. in Matters of mere Religion, and to 


publiſh their. Reaſons againſt any Opinions they 


judge erroneous, tho publickly Mr d in the 


Country where my ive, proviees 77 40. it * 
5 en 4% M2 1 " 


. 


9h ; 


" CE.” oe Mg ata 2 „„ „„ ro trons. — 


( 


Ar and gravely : which is a noble Progreſs in 
Trath, N owing to that glorious 5 An i 
Freedom of Debate, that We en enjoy u et our 
moſt excellent Princes; and which 22 it e- 
ven from them, who, - to have ſome Credit in 
the World, are forced 'to''own; What would diſ- 
credit them to go on to deny, among all W2Oo 
have any degree of Virtue, Senſe, an ' Learning. 
But I was determin'd to addreſs my ſelf to you, as 
2 Perſon of more remarkable Moderation than or- 
dinary in your Letter to Dr. Rogers :* And one, who 
had, long before, in your Defence of the C onſtitution 
in 71 and State; in anſwer to the Charge of the 
Nonjurors, en us of Hereſy and 8 chile, Per- 
jury and Treaſon,” ** valu'd and mend the In- 
« tegrity of the N onjurors in declaring their Senti- 
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N * ments: and who, tho you juſtly charge thoſe of FP 

Bt cem you write againſt, . as attacking us with ſuch 

11 0 uncommon Marks of Violence“ as moſt plainly 
TR. intimate, that no Meaſures are intended to be 

5 * | „ kept with us by them in the Day of their Proſ- 

\\ 188 e perity, who in the Day of their Adverſity, even 

5 <« when they are moſt at Mercy, cannot refrain 

He from fuch raging Provocations'; but when re- 
1 < duced.to the Neceſſity of tabing Quarter, profeſss 


11 „ moſt plainly they will never give it:“ Yet as to 
. Fi theſe Enemies, who would deſtroy our Church and 
6] State, and “ revive upon us the Charge of Here- 
Lit. y and Schiſm, Perjury and Treaſon, Crimes of 

„ no ſmall figure either in the Law or in the Goſ- 

k . . 2 you only ſay, that “if you may have 

_ ave to borrow. a Thought from t one of their 

3h N © own moſt celebrated Writers, you would tell 
them, that the Blood and Spirits were made to riſe 

IJ bl 1 & upon fuch Wt Nature deſig not, chat 
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I am willing to hope, that ſince you can think 


. 
tc we ſhould be cold or indifferent in our manner 
« of receiving, or returning, ſuch foul Reproaches.“ 
This is great Moderation, and ſuch as I heartily 
approve, being diſpos'd to forgive the Puniſhmenc 
due by Law to any Fault, when the Non-execy- 
of it will not overturn the Government. And 


that ſuch bitter Adverſaries to you, as theſe li- 


centious Facobites are, ſhould only be ſmartly re- 


plied to, and not be proſecuted by the Govern- 


merry, good humour'd Adverſary ſhould be treated 


-.- as well 


Tho I have endeavour'd to defend the Uſe of 


Ridicule and Irony, yet it is ſuch Irony and Ridicule 
only as is fit for polite Perſons to uſe. As to the 
groſs Irony and Ridicule, I diſapprove of it, as Ido 

other Faults in Writing; only I would not have 
Men puniſh'd, or any other way diſturb'd about it, 
than by a Return of Ridicule and Irony. This 1 
think fit to conclude with, more to prevent Miſ- 
| repreſentation from 
I look on to have tas 
miſtake or miſrepreſent me. 


Mets, than from you; whom 
Fuck Senſe and Integrity to 
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